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BY THE DOCTOR. 
CHAPTER II.—DIET. 


All animals live by their own decom- 
position, and man, as allied to the 
animal kingdom is subject to the same 
universal law. The supply of this 
waste—this wearing out process—is 
called nutrition, ar consists simply of 
taking hold of existing compounds 
from the world of organized matter— 
decomposing them and from their ele- 
ments constructing the various parts 
of the animal machinery and endowing 
each newly introduced atom, with the 
mysterious powers of life. It must, 
however, be borne in mind, that the 
vital process of nutrition, with all its 
wonderful powers and amazing results, 
cannot create an atom of matter. To 
supply the daily waste of bone and 
igament—of muscle and tendon—of 
brain and nerve, the elements out of 
which these are made, must be con- 
taincd in the food taken, and these 
elements must be brought within the 
influence of the vital powers in such a 
form that they can be subject to the 
nutritive processes. 7 

Nor is it possible for any amount of 
vital force to make brazen out of the 


material of muscle, nor bone from the 
7 


wards digestion. 


elements of brain and nerve; but the 
simple substances entering into the 
composition of every tissue of the 
body must be contained in our food, in 
such a form as to be capable of being 
rendered fluid by digestion. 

The function of,mutrition very natur- 
ally divides itselfamtoithe processes of 
mastication, digestaemyand assimilation, 
or the mechanical process of preparing 
the food to be digested, the chemical 
process of decomposing the various 
organic compounds of which the “food 
consists and making of the compléx 
mass @ homogeneous fluid, and the 
vital process of converting this mate- 
rial into living parts of the animal 
machinery. The first of these is a 
voluntary action regulated by the will 
and carried on with our full conscious- 
ness of every part of the process; the 
others are involuntary actions per- 
formed without our knowledge or con- 
sent. 

The subject of diet will then, very 
naturally assume this formula: | 

How shall we take food? When 
shone take it? and What shall we 
take 


THE MANNER OF TAKING FOOD. 


Th masticating or chewing our food, 
we accomplish two important steps to- 
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First. The grinding and rendering 
fine and soft the solid substances we 
take. The tecth—the tools by which 
this mechanical operation is performed, 
are wisely adapted to the kind of food 
on which the Creator designed the 
animal to subsist, and so uniform is 
this law of adaptation that naturahsts 
use it as a standard by which they 
classify animals, and from which they 
infer with a great deal of certainty the 
habits and modes of life of even an 
unknown animal. 

The teeth are for cutting, crushing, 
and grinding food, and for these pur- 
poses only they should be used. The 
tood should be taken into the mouth in 
small quantities at a time and well 
chewed before it is swallowed. The 
habit of our times, and especially of 
our country, is to eat too rapidly. We 
gulp large masses of food—break the 
larger fragments by a motion towards 
with some 
‘beverage, whith Wwe denominate a 
“diet drink,” bolt’ the whole 
into the stomaéhy Onur meals are thus 
hurried through,“in less than half the 
fime that should be devoted to them, 

d we at once plunge into our daily 
pursuits whether of study, business, or 
pleasure, But | 

Second, In masticating food it should 
be well mixed with thesaliva. This is 
a fluid secreted by a system of glands, 
(three on each side,) situated immedi- 
ately under muscles that give motion 
to the jaw in the act of chewing. 
The contraction of these muscles pro- 
duces pressure on the glands and excites 
an increased flow of fluid into the 
mouth, which in the act of chewing be- 
comes intimately mixed with the food 
in process of mastication. The saliva 
is a powerful solvent and aids materi- 
ally in dissolving the food, which is 
an essential step in its digestion, But 
the salivary glands like all other parts 
of the living machinery, may be over- 
tasked, and when compelled to ‘do too 


‘not at all. With many persons the 
salivary secretion is entirely lost, and 
digestion is compelled to cripple on 
without the aid of this important 
auxiliary. By continual chewing they 
keep the salivary glands in a state of 
constant) activity, compelling them to 
throw off an ineredible amount of half 
formed saliva, which is no sooner 
secreted than it is poisoned and ren- 
dered wholly unfit to mix with food, or 
enter the stomach in any form. The 
widely extended use of tobacco among 
not only a nations, but those the 
most civilized and refined, is a phe 
nomenon which remains wholly unac- 
counted for. 
The vertigo—the extreme nausea— 
the cold, death-like sweat which must 
be endured by every novice in the use 
of this most concentrated poison, would, 
we should naturally suppose, have de- 
terred the first experimenter from ever 
repeating so disgusting a dose and one 
such alarming symptoms. 
ut strange as it may be—from its first 
introduction into Europe, in the early 
part of the sixteenth century, its use 
spread rapidly among all classes, in 
spite of the repugnance which tho 
uninitiated must have felt at the very 
smell of the loathsome weed—against 
the canons of the church—the thunders 
of the vatican—the Counterblasts of 
kings—the authority of civil laws— 
the precepts of physiology and the dic- 
tates of right reason, and common 
sense, it iis fearful headway until it 
achieved its present triumph over all 
regard for the laws of health as well as 
every mage of decency and good 
breeding. In the quaint language of 
Sir Hans Sloane, “Such is the 
and infatuation of the human mind, 
that in all places whithersoever it hath 
come, it hath much bewitched the in- 
habitants, from the polite Eu to 
the barbarous Hottentot.” 
every one who uses the “ weed” will 
admit that it is a useless and trouble- 


much work, will do it imperfectly, or 


some habit—that it is impolite if not 
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disgusting ; but flatter themselves that 
they at least experience no injury from 
its use. This is the delusion of all 
stimulating narcotics—a delusion from 
which we can only be waked after we 
have broken the fetters.of these habits. 
But pardon this digression. I will 
dismount my hobby and return to my 
hewing should never become a 
habit—we should not use the masticat- 
ing machinery for any but the legiti- 
mate purpose of preparing our food for 
the action of the stomach. Chewing 
wax, gum, and other substances not 


intended to be swallowed, however 


harmless they may be in themselves, 
do injury, by compelling an unhealthy 
flow of saliva. 


THE TIME OF TAKING FOOD. 


Food should be taken at regular, 
stated intervals so that the digestive 
apparatus may rest a portion of its 
time. Four ounces of bread requires 
no more time to digest it than one, 
hence by repeating small portions of 
food the stomach may be kept busy the 
whole day; and though digestion be 
an involuntary function, yet even in- 
voluntary muscles require rest. The 
heart that pulsates constantly for cighty 
years has rested at least forty years of 
that time ; for the interval of rest be- 
tween each contraction is as long as 
the period of activity. The stomach, 
too, must rest at least half its time. 
Talleyrand ate but one meal a day; a 
great distingui men eat but 
twice; the majority e in all 
civilized countries eat a 
day, sometimes adding « lunch or two 
—while say eat promiscuously at 
all hours. A rule founded on a careful 
study of the laws of life would dictate 
that the stomach should rest during 
the eight hours of sleep and that it 
should be exempt from labor half the 
rem ¢ hours, we breakfast at six, 
a@ healthy stomach will complete its 
labor by nine; a dinner at'twelve, will 


be disposed of by three ; and a supper 
taken at six, will permit us to retire at 
nine if we choose, without violating 
the precept above submitted. But 
whatever hours we may select for our 
meals, all the food of the day should be 
taken at those hours, avoiding pieces 
between meals that will compel the 
stomach to work during its hours of 
rest. This rule applies, however, only 
to adults in health. Children and in- 
valids may require food more frequent- 
ly ; but cven here the error is almost 
universally on the other side. 

Children and ns recovering 
from sickness, suffer more frequently 
from being fed too often and too much, 
than from the opposite practice. The 
mind should be tranquil and unem- 
ployed, or at least not concentrated on 
any subject at meal time ; and the first 
hour after eating should bespentin light 
reading, pleasant conversation, or 
amusement. Neither the brain nor 
muscular system should be compelled 
to work hard while the stomach is en- 
gaged in the first hour’s labor, on a full 
meal. The stomach shouldbe permit- 
ted for that time to engross all the 
vital energies of the system—and this 
cannot be if we compel fhe voluntary 
functions to act at the same time. 

We cannot in too strong language 
condemn the fashionable habit of late 
meals, especially at social and convivial 
parties ; or what is worse, the passing 
around of a most indigestible com- 


selves, and when that duty is faithfully 
performed, it brings with it, like every 
other duty performed, or divine law 
obeyed, its own enjoyment as a reward. 
But to eat for the mere gratification of a 
sensual desire—the enjoyment of the 
palate, is to prostitute a noble instinct 
to a low, and brutal purpose. 


But if eating must have a place in the 
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pound, misealled ‘“‘cake,” accompa- 
| nied by a drugged and poisoned 
mixture, dignified by the name of 
‘“wine.” Eating is a part of the busi- 


» * ~ 


ve 


100 


CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 


me of our social intercourse, 
then let our ies be dinner parties— 
and if the evening is consecrated to 
social enjoyment, let eating make no 
part of the entertainment. 

Onur heaviest meal should be taken 
in the morning, and the lightest in the 
evening; and this for two reasons: 
The digestive apparatus has enjoyed a 
long rest and is more able to digest a 
heavy meal—and the system having 
taken ee | to supply the waste, re- 

uires more food at the morning meal 
than at any’ other. 

I am fully aware that Fashion has 
decreed that the principal meal should 
be Dinner, but she has done so in vio- 
lation of the plainest precepts of phy- 
siol and common sense. But 
Fashion never was a physiologist, nor 
was she ever celebrated for the exer- 
cise of that rare .quality—-Common 

My talk is growing tedions—I must 
defer the subject of Waar we must 


to another month. 


Apologies for Slavery—No. 3. 


‘¢ And, Fifth. The general treatment 
of slaves should be greatly improved. 
They should be treated with the same 
kindness that hired servants, or any 
class of dependents are. If (say these 
theorists) these abuses of American 
slavery were corrected, we could have 
no objections to the system.”’ 

This improvement in the system is 
the dictate of benevolence; but, like 
all other reforms, in any one of the 
oppressive elements of slavery, wholly 
impracticable. That all men should be 
treated with the same degree of kind- 
ness and respect, they, must stand in 
the same position. Their claims must 
be the same. All the admitted objects 
of charity are not entitled to the same 
degree of public beneficence, because 
all are not equally needy, nor yet, 
equally worthy. Again, the culprit 
who has alienated his rights, will not 


|The 


‘look for that respect due to a worthy, 
law abiding citizen. 

All the dependents in our country 
may be embraced in two classcs, at 
least, as res this discussion. The 
poor free man, and the poor bond man, 
or slave. This leads to the inquiry, 
Why are these dependent? The ready 
answer is, Because they are poor. But 
the question returns in another form, 
Why are they poor? As to the first, 
numerous, and diversified, are the 
causes of poverty, and consequent de- 
pendence,—a want of babits, of in- 
dustry, and economy,—a want of 
basiness talent,—reverses of fortune, 
in some of the ten thousand ways, that 
‘triches take wings and fly away.” 
[ll health, intemperance, ete. As it 
respects the second, none of tliese 
causes will apply. In their case there 
is but one cause. Who can say that 
this slave is poor because he is in:lulent # 
That one, because he has no business 
talent? Another because he is im prov- 
ident—intemperate—adverse circum- 
stances—ill health, ete.? No man. 
poverty of the slave, is never ac- 
counted for upon this basis. The 
poverty of the slave is found in the 
simple fact that he is a slave. That he 
ean acquire nothing—can inherit noth- - 
ing—cau possess nothing: Ue is 
dependent, because his condition is 
that of involuntary, hopeless depend- 
ence. He cannot choose his own loca- 
tion, employment, or employer. Not 
80 with the poor free man. If he can- 
not succeed in one place, or country, 
he can to another. If he cannot 
sneceed in one branch of business, he 
can try apvother, and another. Ile is 
free to do the best he can for himself. 
The dependence of this class is, there- 
fore, in most cases voluntary, while 
with the other it is involuntary, not of 
their choosing, or mismanagement. 
No doubt, if those who are now slaves, 
had come to America upon the sane 
fuoting with those of other nations, 


there would have been among them a 
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number of dependents. 
erhaps even more. But whocan tell 
whether this one or that one, would be 
dependent upon the will or grace of 
another, as is now the case with mul- 
titudes of free men. The legal re- 
straints imposed upon slaves, that they 
shall not provide for themselves, has 


. been transferred to their natural inea- 


pacity to do so. First, the n 
shall not take care of themselves, 
shall not supply their own wants, and, 
second, they cannot. And now be- 
cause they do not, hence it follows that 
they are incompetent, and this incom- 
tency is on account of some natural 
efect. This is the predicate. God 
made the negroes to be slaves—to be 
dents,—this is the conclusion. 
This conclusion is fairly drawn from 
the premises. If the premises are 
sound, the conclusion is invulnerable. 

If this be so, the negroes are an ex- 
ception to an otherwise universal law. 
The Creator has endowed all his crea- 
tures with such knowledge, or instincts, 
requisite to their subsistence. This is 
true, from the least to the greatest in 
the animal kingdom. There is yet 
another law pervading the whole, 
namely, What is natural to the species 
is common to the individuals, in all 
ages, and in all lands. 

First. It will not be denied, that the 
Africans can provide for themselves in 
their native land, and in Hayti. That 
they can do this in Liberia, is the boast 
of all Colonizationists. That in Liberia, 
they are capable of self-government, 
and subsistence, without the assis- 
tance of masters, the dictation and 
dread of the slave drivers’ lash, is true, 
or the system of American coloniza- 
tion is a lie—a cheat. 

Second. It is a notorious fact, tha 
many negroes in the free States, do 
not only provide well for themselves 
- and families, but possess great wealth. 

Third. It has been a. matter of fre- 
uent boast, by the friends of slavery, 

t some he masters, have afforded 


some of their slaves an opportunity to 
redeem themselves. They gave thema 
small piece of d to cultivate for 
their own benefit, and paid them w 

for labor above their daily task. T 
some have in this way purchased their 
ransom, we admit. if this is credita- 


ble to the master, it reflects yet more 


abundant honor upon the. slave. It 
shows what slaves have! done, and 
what they cam do, when ufider the in- 
fluence of right motive. a 

Fourth. Slaves have created nearly 
all the wealth in the slave States. 
True, the masters furnished the means. 
But what would the uncultivated forest, 
the undrained and uncultivated swamp, 
have been worth to the planter? Slave 
labor converted the wilderness into a 
fruitful field, and slave labor. has culti- 
vated it, and brought large returns to 
the master from the mere pittance in- 
vested, and an extensive revenue to the 
nation. 

If slaves do not support themselves 
by their own labor and industry, who 
does? Is it by the labor and industry 
of their masters and master’s families, 
that they are so well fed and clothed ? 
We would suppose, indeed, that this 
were the fact, if our Northern apolo- 
gists say what is true, that slaves can- 
not provide for themselves. Infants, 
idiots, and paupers, those helpless 
classes who can neither feed nor clothe 
themselves, are provided for by other 
hands. But this seems not to be the 
case with this class of dependents. 
Their hands minister to their Own 
wants, and besides, by their labor, 
they support their masters and their 
masters’ families, not merely in the 
essentials of life, but in many instan- 
ces in the superfluities of life. And 
that is not all; by the labor of these 
helpless and dependent creatures, and 
sales of these worthless articles, at 


rices varying from five to fifteen hun- 


red dollars, many masters have be- 
come immensely rich. | 
In view of these facts, we declare 
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the statement that ‘“‘the colored race 
cannot take care of themselves,” a 
base falsehood as it respects those who 
make that statement. That it is in 
open violation of the entire history of 
the negroes, as an integral part of our 
common humanity, and therefore a foul 
slander upon the colored man, to sub- 
serve a wicked p bey 

_ Where the negroes are free, they 
aappars themselves. Where they are 
only partly free, as in some of our 
falsely called free States, they support 
themselves. And where they are 
enslaved, they support themselves, and 
their lazy, pampered, 
masters and families besides, so far as 
manual labor and domestic drudgery 
are connected with man’s subsistence. 
That professed Christians should utter 
such @ falsehood, a falsehood so preg- 
nant with the spirit of misanthropy, 1s 
only another evidence of the low state of 
Christian morality. 

And now what shall we say of the 
conclusion drawn from these lying 
‘* premises,”’ namely, God made the 
negroes to beslaves?” If this be true, 
God created the necessity for all the 
vile and oppressive laws, by which the 
system is sustained. For laws differ- 
ing materially from the laws now in 
operation in our slave States, could not 
support American slavery. If, then, 

created the necessity for these laws, 
he is by fair sequence responsible for 
all the legitimate fruit of said laws— 
the Fugitive Slave bill not excepted. 
It only ires One thing more to 46" 
fect this theory, and that is, that 
has in every * dispensation recognized 
the relation of bond master and bond 
servant for life,’”’ and, therefore, his 
rime ministers, ‘‘ both Moses and 
aul did admit and sustain the rela- 
tion.” 

Now, slaveholders, whether such in 
fact or in sentiment only, behold your 
God. The most partial and cruel of all 
the Gods. This is not my God. I 
can neither worship, reverence, or 


adore such a God as that. The pure 
and holy God of the Bible, did suffer 
the Hebrews and other nations to be 
enslaved, but, that he made the sons of 
Abraham to be slaves is not true. The 
Egyptian slaveholders might have set 
up the same plea with equal propriety, 
and so have, no doubt, every nation of 
oppressors. But God has fully vin- 
dicated his character. He has broken 
the rod of the oppressor. He has re- 
moved the iron heel of the slaveholder 
from the neck of the down-trodden. 
Where are the slaves of antiquity now ? 
Are those who were once slaves to the 
Egyptians, Babylonians, and Romans, 
still slaves ? not, God did not 
make them to be slaves, for then they 
would have continued to be slaves. 
But if God made some men to be 
slaves, he must have made others to be 
masters. What aself-complacent doc- 
trine to the slaveholder. The influence 
of this doctrine upon the slaveholders 
of our own land is most manifest. It is 
seen in the State, it is seen in the 
church, it shows itself at home and 
abroad. In the language of the 
Psalmist ‘‘concerning oppression, 
they speak loftily,” God made me to 
be a master, to own these men and 
families to use them for my benefit. 
It is not possible for the human heart 
to withstand the pernicious influence 
of such a conceit, hence that self supe- 
riority, and spirit of intolerance, so 
manifest by such as think themselves 
the marked and special objects of 
divine favor.* 

However reasonable the reform in 
the goneral treatment of our American 
slaves, if is nevertheless foolish even 
to hope for such change. Before they 
can or will be treated as hired servants 
or Other dependents are, their humanity 
will have to be acknowledged. The 


*There are slaveholders who do not hold these senti- 


fer honor and another for dishonor. These never 
appeal to the Bible for defence. Such we respect as 
men, and worthy men. But as Christians, we deplore 


their position, and would be glad to see them free from 
such unfortunate entanglements. 


ments ; who do not believe that God made ope man 
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doctrine of the Bible with reference to 
the common origin of the human 
family, will have to beadmitted. This 
no advocate of ne slavery, ever 
did, or can do, who appeals to the 
Bible for justification. either the 
rights or the wrongs of our slaves, are 
measured by any such rule. That 
sublime oracle, that ‘‘God has made 
of one blood all nations of men,’’ is 
not believed, or what is worse, its 
practical suggestions are wholly disre- 
rded. e Bible should say that 
has made of two bloods * all na- 
tions of men.” Yes, and the Bible 
must say yet more than this. It must 
also say differently, that God made of 
one blood masters, and of the other 
blood he made slaves. And then we 
shall only ask have these bloods been 
kept separate and unmixed froin the 
beginning? If so, we surrender the 
Bible, but if these bloods have not 
been kept pure it will avail nothing 
now; the distinction suggested by crea- 
tion is no more, it being obliterated by 
amalgamation. The guarantees for 
human slavery, based upon blood, are 
more dishonorable to God and his 
Bible, than their bold Atheism. Would 
the Infinitely Wise have drawn a line 
so easily obliterated? In the economy 
of redemption, such a line was once 
needful. Butit required a thousand 
safe-guards, and the bloody rite of 
circumcision to keep it visible, from 
Abraham to the birth of the Messiah. 
All the indications of creation, 
rovidence, and redemption, are clear- 
y > ges this invidious destinction, 
based upon blood. If it be true, as 
Paul said to the Athenians, when 
Greece was full of slaves, ‘‘ God has 
made of one blood one man all the na- 
tions of men,” and that one man was 
neither a master or a slave; then it is 
certain, that slavery has not originated 
in blood, but in power. Then the 
moral right to be masters is equal and 
the same, among all nations, and the 
individuals of all nations. In the 


‘light of the Bible, American slavery is 


a wicked outrage upon the prerogatives 
of God, oad of Can 
our apologists change the blood basis 
of American slavery? When he has 
done this, he may with some hope of 
snecess, demand better treatment for 
this class of dependents. But when 
he shall have accomplished this, he 
will have done a t work. He will 
have removed the foundation stone 


upon which the structure now stands, 


and the whole fabric will lay prostrate 
in the dust. So long as church and 
State are combined in solemn league 
and covenant, that all who have one 
perceptible drop of slave blood in their 
veins, shall depend upon their masters 
that their masters may be independent, 
is any improvement in the general 


treatment Of slaves among the things 


impossible. 

atan and his conspirators against 
God and man, are as hopeful subjects 
of reformation as the system of Ameri- 
ean slavery. It may be abolished, but 
it never can be reformed. It never 
can be made better than it now is. 
The power of slavery in the State is 
the legal, and in the church, it is both 
the legal ond God-given right to abuse; 
to abuse, in the illest, and most ex- 
tended meaning of the word adbwee. 
And if all do not exercise this power, 
it - not the se of the system. 

very apology, every extenuation 
offered on behalf of the system, is only 
to make ourselves “ partakers of other 
men’s sins.’ In the sight of God, 
there is no difference between justify- 
ing that which is wrong, and condemn- 
ing that which is right. He that jus- 
tifieth the wicked, and he that con- 
demneth the just, even they both are 
abomination tothe Lord.”? Prov. 17.15. 


Davenport,Jowa. J.HArrzer. 


_ Poverty and shame shall be to him 


that refuscth instruction: bnt he that 


regardeth reproof shall be honored. 
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The Crime and Peril of the Nation. . 
BY REV. J. P. THOMPSON. 


It cannot be disguised that at this 
moment, the government and the peo- 
ple of the United States are under the 
temptation to commit an enormous 
crime ; ‘that sectional, party, political, 
personal, and pecuniary. interests are 
combining to oppress the poor, and to 
pervert judgment and justice in a Ter- 
ritory, where hitherto human freedom 
has been guarded, not only by natural 
law and by abstract right, but by sol- 
emn compact. This is not a thing to 
which we can be indifferent. It is not 
a@ question concerning the domestic 
institutions of other States, over which 
Congress has no power, and with 
which we have no right to interfere. 
It is not a sectional question, nor a 
political question. It trenches upon 
no point of State Rights; it invades 
no guarantee of the Constitution. It 
is a national question and a moral 
question. If this wrong is done, it 
will be done by the representatives of 
the whole people, in their name and by 
their authority. | 

And what is the wrong proposed ? 
It is, upon a virgin soil, to introduce 
and to legalize a system that makes a 
man a chattel, and puts him under the 
irresponsible will of his fellow; that 
separates husband from wife, and 
parent from child, by force and for 
gain; that keeps God’s Word from 
men made in his image; and that im- 
prisons Christian women for teaching 
children to read the Bible. It is pro- 
posed that this free and Christian na- 
tion, with its eyes open, and in the 
fall light of history and of the Word 
of God, shall legalize this system 
where it has always been forbidden, 
shall invite it to enter upon new soil, 
shall make it henceforth a permanent 
feature of its national policy ;—and 
this without the least pretense of Con- 
stitutional obligation or of public 
safety. The man who can be indiffer- 


ent to this, can be indifferent to any 
crime. 

And is it not the indifference of the 
public conscience to national iniquity 
that causes religion to decline and 
languish througout the land? A few 
years since, Christian merchants of 
this city said deliberately and unblush- 
ingly, that though slavery was an 
enormous evil,- and the arguments 
brought against it from the Bible were 
true and forcible, they must nevertheless 
hold their peace about it, and acquiesce 
in the measures then passed for its sup- 

rt, because the major of their 

usiness was at the South. I know 
what I say, when I affirm that there 
were men of standing in the churches, 
who, in private conversation, thus 
placed their worldly interests above 
the admited claims of Humanity and 
of the Law of Christ. What if such a 
merchant had said, ‘‘I look upon in- 
temperance as a great evil, and I wish 
it were done away. But I ca nnot ad- 
vocate the Maine Law, because, to tell 
the truth, I have a hundred thousand 
dollars invested in a distillery.”’ Or 
what if he said, *‘I think well of the 
reformation at the Five Points, but it 
must not be pushed too fast; for I 
hold property in that neighborhood 
that rents better in its present shape 
than it would in any other; and from 
these rents 1 support my family, pay 
my pew-rent, and dispense my chari- 
ties.”” What would thought of 
such a man’s Christianity? Yet such 


a Christian man did say, ‘‘We abhor 


slavery as much as you; but we must 
not agitate the subject, for we should 
then lose our Southern trade.”’ 
Suppose now a company of such 
Christians assembled to mourn over 
the low state of religion, and to pray 
for its reviving. Would they not 
the voice of the prophet, as of old, say- 
ing, ‘‘Is it such a fast that I have 


chosen? A day fora man to affect his 
soul? Is it to bow down his head asa 
bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and 
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ashes under him?. Wilt thou call this 
a fast, and an acceptable day to the 
Lord? Is not this the fast I have 
chosen? To loose the bands of wick- 
edness, to undo the heavy burdens, and 
to let the oppressed go free, and to 
break every yoke? Is it not to deal 
thy bread:to the hungry, and that thou 
bring the: poor that are cast out to thy 
house; when thou seest the naked that 
thou cover him; and that thou hide 
not thyself from thine own flesh? Then 
shall thy light break forth as the morn- 
ing, and thine health shall spring forth. 
speedily ; and thy righteousness shall 
before thee; the glory of the Lord 
shall be thy reward. Then shalt thou 
call, and the Lord shall answer ; thou 
shalt oy and he shall say, ‘Here I 
am.’ If thou take away from the 
midst of thee the yoke, the putting 
forth of the finger, ands ing vanity; 
and if thou draw out thy aan to the 
hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul ; 
then shall thy light rise in obscurity, 
and thy daknae as the noon-day.” 
(Isaiah 8; 5-11.) 

Can we invoke God’s blessing while 
we connive at public crime? Is not 
the deterioration of the public con- 
science, through political and commer- 
cial subserviency to oppression, acting 
with a most depressing power upon 
the vitality of thechurch? Do not we 
feel the reaction of a public guilt for 
which ‘nobody is to blame?” 

Would that I might stir up your con- 
scienees to recognize the retributive 
government of God, and to free your- 
selves from personal guilt in this mat- 
ter. I speak in no narrow, sectional, 
or party spirit. I plead for the honor 
of Christ’s name; for his suffering 
cause ; for the dignity of religion ; for 
the sake of humanity ; for the sake of 
liberty ; for the honor and safety of my 
country. I fear that this wickedness 
will be consummated. It will be no 
marvel if we see the oppression of the 

r. And then it will be no marvel 
if our children see a prostrate com- 


merce, a servile insurrection, or a civil 
war. 

Have we a world-wide commerce, 
whitening every sea? So had Tyre— 
the queen of the seas—whose merchants 
were princes : who trafficked in the gold 
of Ophir, the pearls and spices of 
Arabia, and the fine linen of Egypt ; 
who made the sea her ramparts, and 
lined the coast with palaces. Yet I 
have seen her naked rocks a place for 
fishermen to spread their nets. Have 
we vast agricultural resources? So 
had Syria, whose plains the ancient 
styled celestials—the granary of em- 

ires, the garden of the world. Yet 
ave I seen her plains all desolate, 
Lebanon stripped of its glory, and the 
gorgeous temple of Baalbec, that gives 
us no data of its history—the grandeur 
of Egypt moulded by the grace of 
Greece—crumbling in the conflict with 
time, like ‘‘a mountain of carved rock 
in the desert.’? Have we a wealth and 
power? So had Tuepss, the mother of 
empire, in her dim antiquity more 
are than the greatest cities of the 
iving world. Yet have I seen the 
hundred gates of her temples shattered 
and wasting on her deserted plains. 
Have we extent of territory, science, 
art, political freedom, social culture? 
So had Rome, who sat upon her seven 
hills, and gave law to Greece, to 
Egypt, to Syria, to Persia, to Germany, 
to Gaul, to Spain, and to Britain. Yet 
have I seen that once proud capital re- 
duced to a few broken pillars and 
crumbling walls. There is a God over 
the nations; and for no sin does he 
rebuke them so fearfully as for the. sin 
of oppressing the poor. And now in 
face of a wrath written on the graves 
of all past empires, shall this nation 
dare to oppress the poor? Let us 
hasten to acquit our souls of this stu- 
pendous crime. God shall 
make inquisition for blood, he will 
remember the cry of the needy. In 
the day of finaljudgment, He will seek 
out all the oppressors of this land, 
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You cannot then skulk behind a poli 
tiga! platform, or hide in the shadow 
of your’ representative in Congress. 
You must meet the wrong face to face ; 
unless by all your influence, you now 
oppose and seek to hinder it. What- 
ever judgment may béfall our guilty 
nation, he that taketh warning shall 
deliver his soul.—N. Y. Independent. 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 


Requisitions of the Gospel—No. 4. 


The word of God is truthful and im- 
mutable. Amid all the mighty revo- 
lutions and numerous vicissitudes of 


earth, the high mandates of the Lord 


of Glory suffer not the least mutation. 


‘¢ All flesh is as grass, and all the glory 
of man as the flower of grass; the 
s withercth, and the flower thereof 
eth away, but the word of the Lord 
endureth forever.” Empires and king- 
doms may rise and fall, ‘* mountains, 
by the wasting hand of time, ma 
crumble down to dust,’ and the earth 
itself recede and disappear, but the 
Word of God shall never, never, pass 
away. The momentous facts of the 
gospel are to-day not less important 
and puissant, than when first pro- 
claimed in all their glorious majesty 
oY the divinely inspired embassadors 
of the Son of God. The requisitions 
of the gospe! have undergone no change 
since the gladsome news of redeeming 
love was first published by the apostles 
of the Lamb to a lost and perishing 
world. The saints of God have ever 
been distinguished as a ‘“peculiar 
le;” but conformity to the world in 
e present age, has almost obliterated 
the distingnishing characteristics of 
the pure and undefiled religion of the 
lovely Redeemer. The line of demar- 
kation between the church and the 
world, can scarcely be traced by the 
most attentive and discerning observer. 
The lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and i sre of life, are leading 
captive the will, and binding the affec- 


tions of professed Qhristians to the 
mean and sordid things of earth. The 
Christian profession on the part of 
myriads occu ying & position among 
the people of God, is but little more 
than nominal. Infidelity has stealthily 
entered into the camp of the saints, 
and even under the garb of sanctity 
has reared its hydra head, thus aimin 
to exterminate the religion of Jesus o 
Nazareth. “If any man will come 
after me,” said the Savior, “let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross 
and follow me.” We opine that few 
who embrace Christianity in the pres- 
ent age, duly appreciate the duty of 
taking up the cross. 

- The condition of the primitive Chris- 
tians was eminently fitted to test their 


loyality to God, and to evince their 
supreme regard for the divine requi- 
sitions of the immaculate Savior. Un- 


der the covert of Christianity, hypoc- 
risy, with its concomitant evils, could 
find no asylum in the first century of the 
Christian era, and none but those who 
preferred an ignominious death with 
the matchless honors and imperishable 
treasures of heaven to earthly ease and 
the fleeting joys and evanescent charms 
of this sublunary life, enlisted under 
the blood-stained banner of the Prince 
of Life. The disciples of the Lord 
Jesus then better appreciated the rich 
mercies and heavenly consolations of 
the gospel than many, who, now claim- 
ing an interest in Christianity, feel no 
disposition to make any sacrifice of 
either time or money in the great cause 
of human redemption. Were the cruel 
and unrelenting persecutions of 

and wy Rome revived in the present 
age, how few of those who have avowed 
their faith in the Christian doctrine, 
would be ready for the sword or the 


a we now institute the important 
inquiry, What is it to take up the 
cross? *‘*To take up the cross,”’ says 
one, “is to incur the hatred of the 


world, to suffer the loss of earthly 
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friendship and honors for the sake of{ to associate death with the idea of the 


Jesus Christ.”” Im reply, we would 
suggest that there are many who would 
suffer the loss of the friendship of the 
world for Christ’s sake, who neverthe- 
less would apostatize from the Chris- 
tian faith sooner than follow the Savior 
to the ignominous death of the cross. 
“Tt was a cross for me to submit 
to the ordinance of Christian baptism,” 
— one. Baptism is not the cross to 
which the lovely Redeemer invites our 
attention. The baptism of the Savior 
in the river Jordan, was an act entirely 
distinct from that of bearing his cross. 
There are thousands that have been 
baptized, who would shrink before the 
hand of persecution and religious in- 
tolerance. ‘‘If any man will come 
after me,” said Jesus, “let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow me.” ‘The friends of the 
Savior are required but once to submit 
to the heaven-honored institution of 
baptism, but they are exhorted to take 
up their cross daily. “It is the great- 
est cross for me,”’ says a brother, ‘to 
erect the family altar, and offer thanks- 
giving and praise to God, day by day, 
continually.” It is indeed the pleas- 
ing and happy privilege of all the saints 
of the Most High, daily to call upon 
the name of the Lord, but the oblation 
offered at the throne of is not 
equivalent to the duty of bearing the 
cross. Again, says the timid brother 
in the social meeting, ‘I have arisen 
to bear my cross in laboring to speak 
a few words of exhortation.” The 
faithful discharge of the obligation * to 
exhort one another,” is not at all par- 
allel with the requisition of bearing 
the cross. He that is ready to take 
up his cross and follow the divine Re- 
deemer, will not only enter upon the 
cheerful observance of all the institu- 
tions of the Lord’s house, but if occa- 
sion require, he will yield himself a 
martyr to the high and heavenly prin- 
ciples of the gospel of Jesus of Naza- 


lant search of the lood-thirsty 


cross. Wecontemplate with emotio 

of pleasure those primitive saints, who; 
amid the most cruel proscriptions and 
persecutions, were ever steady to their 
purpose, menifesting the most unfalter- 
ing confidence in the God of their sal- 
vation. ‘*They were stoned, th 

were sawed assunder, were teonistell, 
were slain with the sword,’ and in 
order that they might elude the vigi- 
emis- 
saries of the prince of darkness, and 
en in the worship of Israel’s God 
withont interruption or molestation, 
‘they wandered in deserts, and 
mountains, and in dens and caves of 
the earth.” They confessed that they 
were ee gar and pilgrims on the 
earth, for they desired a better coun- 


try—they sought a home in the bliss- 


ful mansions of the ise of God. 
They were ready to suffer the loss of 
all things, and voluntarily to yield 
their lives a sacrifice to the cause of 
God and suffering humanity. They 
accounted the sufferings and afflictions 
of earth as momentary and light, for 
they had respect unto the great recom- 
pense of reward. They bore the cross, 
and faithfully followed the Lord bya 
strict compliance with his divine requi-. 
sitions. Said Jesus to his apostles, 
“Tf the world hate you, ye know that 
it hated me before it hated you.”” And 
again: ‘*They shall put you out of the 
synagogues; yea, the time cometh that 
whosoever killeth you will think that 
he doeth God service.” On the day 
when the embassadors of the Lord first 
herald the glad tidings of life and sal- 
vation through crucified and risen 
Redeemer, the hearts of three thousand 

are gladdened in the divine assurance 
of remission of sins and acceptance 
with God. The aeey themselves of 
ungodliness and worldly Iusts—they 
take up the cross daily, and are fully 

Through floods and flame if Jesus leads, 


reth. We are rationally accustomed 


To follow where he goes.” . 
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They heed not the voice of earthly 
fame and glory, they are unintimidated 
threats of imprisonment and death. 
In imitation of their divine leader, 
they go about doing good, alleviating 
the ills and woes of suffering humanity, 
and pointing to the Lamb of God that 
taketh away thesin of the world. With 
their minds fully illuminated by the 
glorious effulgence of the Son of right- 
eousness, they are panoplied with the 
a armor of God, and exult in the 
ros of an incorruptible, 
undetiled, in in 
the imperishable heavens. Amid the 
manifold cares and toils of the present 
life, and under the keenest sorrows and 
afflictions of earth, their souls are ani- 
mated with the blessed promise of a 
glorious immortality, and ecstacies un- 
alloyed, in the blissful mansions of the 
paradise of God. For the faithful pre- 
sentation of the claims and matchless 
honors of the Lord Messiah, Stephen, 
fall of the Holy Spirit, falls a prey to 
the deep malice and barbarous cruelty 
of the merciless foes of Jesus of Naza- 
reth. Stimulated by the beatific joys 
and fadeless honors of heaven, he. 
boldly proclaims the reception of the 
Messiah as the only means of access to 
God, and the only hope of a lost and 
perishing world. But with adaman- 
tine hearts of unbelief, they gnash their 
teeth at him, and eagerly en in 
the work of persecution 
The phan looking up stead- 
fastly towards heaven, sees the glory 
of God, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of the majesty in the heavens, 
He contemplates the pangs of death as 
the prelude to deathless vigor and in- 
corruptible glory, and even while grap- 
pune with the relentless hand of the 
ell destroyer, he enjoys a rich fore- 
taste of eternal bliss beyond the cares 
and perplexities of this mortal life. 
The apostles of the Lamb cease not 
day by day to take up the cross, and 
one by one they suffer martyrdom’ for 
their ithful vocacy of the glorious 


cause of human redemption. The bold 
and courageous Saul of Tarsus, having 
been smitten by the sword of the Spirit, 
begins immediately to proclaim in the 
synagogues of Damascus that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of the a God. 
In the great metropolis of the Jewish 


and astonished priesthood, even at the 
very door of the Sanhedrim itself, the 
apostle preaches Christ and him cru- 
cified, carrying conviction to the hearts 
of myriads touching the divine origin 


jected to ignominy, suffering, and con- 
tempt, he holds high the torch of eter- 
nal truth, and with tears he zealously 
labors for the rescue of the children of 
Abraham ere the thunderbolts of hea- 
ven, which have long been vibratin 
in the hands of Almighty God, sh 
fall with awful and tremendous power 
upon the heads of the guilty, spreading 
desolation and mourning throughout 
the entire Jewish nation. The great 
apostle of the Gentiles, ready to shed 
his life’s blood in defence of his Mas- 
ter’s cause, carries the conquests of 
divine truth even to the imperial city 
of Rome, and though death stares him 
full in the face, and he stands as it 
were on the confines of the eternal 
world, his tongue is still eloquent in 
roclaiming the immortal truths of 
See to the sinful and perishing 
family of man. While in Ceserea of 
Palestine, in response té the earnest 
entreaties of his weeping friends not 
to to Jerusalem, apostle says, 
‘‘ What do ye mean to weep and to 
break mine heart? for I am ready not 
to be bound only, but also to die at 
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 
Jesus.’’ Such indeed is the disposi- 
tion of every disciple of the Lord of 
glory, who denies himself and takes 
up his cross daily, and faithfully fol- 
lows the immaculate Savior. ; 


Wm. M. Rox. 
Buchanan, Aug. 22, 1857, 


commonwealth, before a disconcerted - 


of the Christian faith. Though sub- 
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Organization—No. 5. 


AGAINST THE LAYING ON OF HANDS IN CHURCH 
ORGANIZATION.—REPLY TO ELDER WILEY. 


Brotuer Boaas: Elder Wiley’s re- 
spectable standing as a preacher am~g 
us, gives me reason to infer that he is 
able to offer all the arguments which 
can be educed in favor of laying on of 
hands in church organization. As my 
object in these articles is to place the 
truth clearly before the brotherhood, 
we ask them to notice that Brother W. 
has agreed with us upon two very im- 
portant points already. He agrees 
with us that the Word of God no where 
commands that hands should be im- 
posed in church organization; and, 
secondly, that the word ordain means 
to choose or elect, in all the texts bear- 
ing upon this question, and not to set 
apart by pie: prayer, and the im- 

ition of hands. 

But the Elder introduces Acts 14: 
23-—‘‘ And when they (Paul and Bar- 
nabas) had ordained them elders in 
every church, and had prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the 
Lord on whom they believed,”—and 
says that the word commended means 
to lay on hands, Be this as it may, 
most unfortunately for Brother W. his 
text proves too much, if what he says 
is true; for any one that is half grown 
in knowledge of the laws which govern 
the English language, will tell him 
that the perstlincen them docs 
not personate the elders in the text, 
but the infant churches or brethren— 
hence if commended means that hands 
were imposed, it means that they were 
laid upon all the brethren; but when 


Brother W. takes the position that 


hands were imposed upon the brethren, 
we are ready to show that to attach 
such a meaning to the word commended 
is flatly absurd. While this position 
of Brother W. renders him liable to a 
severe criticism, we wish it understood 
that it is not our aim to lay hold of 


such matters at the expense of any one. 
But. I do hope, as this is evidently a 
mere oversight in Brother W., that the 
moment he thinks over the point he 
will frankly confess the oversight, and 
we will be again agreed. Notice, 
Brother W., that it was them, the 
churches, for whom elders were or- 
dained, and also them, the same church- 
es, who were commended to the good 
Lord upon whom they believed. 
Again, Brother W., you think we 
turned ourself into an X, by crossing 
our own track. This is another over- 
sight, and much less excusable than 
the other; for to make your point, ies 
take two independent sentences which 
I had used upon two different points, 
and you add the conjunction “and,” 
and thus connect two of my sentences 
into one, and then quote it as from 
me—and thus you make me use a gen- 
tence which I never penned. Brother 
W. that is rather cool, and might do 
for an equivocating political writer, 
but it is rather little in the mouth of a 
servant of the Most High God. But it 
was only ah oversight—you did not 
intend to do me the injustice, I know. 
You made the mistake in this wise: I 
had said and argued the point that-the 
seven were not deacons, and after hav- 
ing disposed of this point, I went on 
to say, that ‘‘(and) suppose, for the 
tification of those who favor the im- 
position of hands, that the seven were 
deacons—even upon this erroneous sup- 
position, the facts do not warrant the 
ractice of the imposition of hands.” 
ow it was in this connection that I 
used the other sentence—* The desi 
of election on the part of the church 
was, that she might thus point ont 
whom she wanted to be her officers ;” 
that-is, upon the erroneous supposition 
that the seven were deacons. Read 
‘me again, Brother W., and you will 
‘see your error. Brother W., you must 


mor in this article, in the least; for, 


‘howéver ill a mood we may have been 


‘not understand that we are out of hu-. 
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in when we wrote the article in the 
May No., your two points that the pro- 
noun them in the text personates the 


elders, and, that we had turned ourself 


into an X, evinces so much critical 
acumen, that we are positively in the 
most agreeable mood, and feel that it 
is impossible for us to get ruffled in 
the least with one who affords us so 
much amusement, though the discus- 
pentane ad infinitum. 

ut ther W. on to e 
that because the on, in the 6th: of 
Acts were set apart by the apostles by 
laying on of hands, that the churches 
should do so now—and seems to insist 
upon this position, because he says the 
seyen were in fact deacons. Now we 
maintain that the seven were not dea- 
cous. But suppose they were, Brother 
Wiley ; don’t you see the text affords 
you no proot, but affords proof on the 


other side. The church did not im- 
hands. The apostles did not even 


intimate that the church should do so, 
but they directed the church to choose 
the seven—thus commanding the 
church to do what she was to follow 
in all time to come. Had it been the 
design of the apostles to teach that 
hands should in the future be imposed, 
they certainly would have directed her 
to do so upon this occasion. But on 
the contrary, this they reserved to 
themselves—and the act was one of 
their own, and not:an act of the church. 
Two distinct parties then existed, the 
apostles and the church. One party, 
the church, was to exist upon earth in 
all time; the other party, the apostles, 
was to pass away. No one will pre- 
tend that the churches are even to at- 
tempt to do all the apostles did; if the 
church was to do all the apostles did, 
we must undertake to heal the sick, 
raise the dead, &c. Before you can 
make any thing out of this text, Brother 
W., you must show that the. apostles 
have successors, who stand in the same 


relation to. the. church now that the 


apostles did then, and whose consent 


it is necessary to obtain before an offi- 
cer can act. Forit was, we maintain, 
for this reason only that the apostles 
imposed their hands upon the seven— 
that is, to thus give their consent to 
what the church haddone. But I want 
Brother W. to answer these questions: 
First. What good.do you propose to 
accomplish by the practice of laying 
on of hands? Second. What was the 


_|design or reason why the apostles im- 


posed their hands upon the seven! 
Third. lf hands are to be im ’ 
whose duty is it to impose them 

But Brother Boggs wants short arti- 
cles, so I close with my prayer to God 
that you, Brother W., may, in connec- 
tion with us, do some in our 
search after truth, and thas subserve 
the cause of God. v. 


Noblesville, Ind., Aug. 28, 1857. 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 


The Twe Witnesses—No. I. 


‘And I will give power unto my two witnesses, 
and they shall prophesy a thousand two huadred and 
threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the 
two olive-trees, and the two candlesticks standi 
before the God of the earth. And if any man 
hurt’them, fire proceedeth ont of their mouth, and 
devoureth their enemies; and if any man will hart 
them, he must in this manner be killed. These have 
power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of 
their hecy: and have power over waters to turn 
them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, 
as often as they will. And when they shall have fin- 
ished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of 
the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and 
shall overcome them, and kill them. And their dead 
bodies shall Jie in the street of the great city, which 
eee is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our 

rd was crucified. And they of the le, and 
kindreds, and tongues, and nations, shall see their 
dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suf- 
fer their dead bodies to be put in graves, And —s 
that dwell upon the earth rejoice over them, 
make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; be- 
cause these two prophets tormented them that dwelt 
on the earth. And after three days and an half the 
Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they 
stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them 
which saw them. And they heard me voice from 
heaven saying unto them, Come up . And they 
ascended up to heaven ina cloud; and their enemies 
beheid them. And the same hour was there a great 


earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in 
the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand : 
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and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to 
the God of heaven.”—Ray. xi.: 3 to 15 v. ) 


- Adam Olarke says, ‘‘ The conjectures 

of commentators are as unsatisfactory 
as they are endless on this point.’’ And 
Rosenmuller says, ‘‘Conjecturas con- 
jecturis superstruunt parium verosimi- 
es ; quorum sententias enarrare meum 
non est,’’—i. e., *“*They have piled 
conjectures upom conjectures with a 
very small amount of probability ; the 
opinions of whom I shall! not endesteks 
to enumerate.” . 

It might seem like mption in 
one who, occasionally, has to convert 
his pen to a plowshare, to attempt to 
throw light upon a subject which has 
bewildered the ablest commentators. 
ms Mp who has truth to communicate, 
needs no apology. 

So without further preface, let us 
enquire who are the two witnesses / 
‘| will give power to my two wit- 
nesses.”” Herein the commencement 
of this remarkable the word 
power is “Pi by the translators, 
and no doubt has been a fruitful means 
of misleading the Bible student; for 
the word power in this connection 
seems to imply an express delegation 
of divine power, whereas the original 
only expresses a concession, which 
may exist without authority and even 
without right, 

The angel explains the two witnesses 
to be **the two olive trees and the two 
candlesticks standing before the God 
of the earth.’’ Now observe here, that 
these two symbols of the Apocalypse 
represent the two pairs of symbols of 
Zechariah—i. e. one witness is equal 
to the two olive trees, the other to the 
two candlesticks. Zech, ch. iv., ver. 
Yd, et seq. 

The angel. in Zechariah explains the 
candlesticks to be the ‘‘Word of the, 
Lord” to Zerubabel, and the two olive 
trees to be the anointed ones that stand 
before the God of the whole earth. 
Here we have the true key to the whole 


anointed ones—‘*touch not my anoint- 
ed ones, and do my prophets no harm.” 
The intimation then appears plainly to 
point to the church and the Word, as 
the true solution. 

But a difficulty here arises. Have 
the church and the Bible power to shut 
heaven, that it rain not, in the days of 
their prophecy? and to smite the earth 
with all plagues, as often as they will? 
This would indeed be an insuperable 
objection, were it not for the fact that 
we are to look for an apostate chureh 
and a perverted Bible. All theories 
of these witnesses, which suppose them 
to be an anti-apostate power operating 
for God and against the powers of dark- 
ness, appear to me utterly untenable. 
These witnesses are clothed in sack- 
cloth. Garments of mourning do not 
becom the righteous witnesses of God. 
It was considered a great outrage to 
cover the altar of the Lord with tears! 
Garments of praise and of beauty be- 
come the ministers of truth.~ 

Again: the term of their prophesy 
synchronizes exactly with the banish- 
ment of the woman in the wilderness, 
the reign of the beast, and the polln- 
tion of the holy place. And further, 
by reference to the 14th verse, it will 
appear that their prophesy is a part of 
one of the woes. 

Let us here note that the mission of 
the true church was not to restrain the 
sweet influences of heaven, not to smite 
‘the earth with all plagues, nor to de- 
vour their enemies with the fire of their 
mouth—but to diffuse good will and 
heavenly blessings among men. On 
one occasion, the bl Jesus had 
been cruelly slighted by the Samaritans, 
and the disciples asked him if they 
should not call down fire from heaven 
and consume them. The Lord rebuked 
them, saying, “‘Ye know not what 
manner of spirit ye are of; the Son of 
man came not to destroy men’s lives, 
but to save them.” This - 
shows plainly enough, that he aa 


mystery. God’s people are called his 


clothed witnesses possess not the true 


. 
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apostate church"and perverted Bible. 
heir being called my witnesses, will 
not prove them good and righteous; 
- for it is possible that some may even 
be found false witnesses of God. The 
church and the Word have always been 
God’s witnesses among men. The 
apostate church and perverted Scrip- 
ture, have assumed before the world 
the place of the true church and the 
pure Word—and hence the world can 
see them in no other light than as wit- 
nesses of God. These are the sack- 
clothed witnesses ; they have restrained 
the sweet influences of heaven. By 
mystic teaching, have shut up heaven 
(the true church) against the world ; 
by desolating wars have turned water 
to blood, and have smitten the earth 

with all plagues. 
The apostate cuurch from her earliest 
existence, has stood forth as the cham- 
pion of some plague or other. Let us 
in the first place instance the plague 
of war. he war of the crusades, 
which set all Europe in a blaze, was 
t by the Roman church. Peter 

e Hermit, preached war in the name 
of the church; and if her authority 
failed to arouse the people, he next ap- 
pealed to the Bible, and by his inge- 
nuity in perversion, made the Bible 
even call the nations to carnage and 
slaughter. It is truly wonderful with 
what facility the sackcloth church car 
wrap her’own cloak around the word 
of God, and make the Bible always 
coincide with her peculiar views of 
morality and religion. 

-Again: is the earth to be smitten 
with the curse of intemperance. Some 
influential church member must start 
a distillery—his brethren must uphold 
him, and the preacher must prove by 
a perversion of Scripture that the 
brother has a right to do so, and any 
Christian has an inalienable right to 
drink the beverage of intoxication. 


ous not. the old serpent got a firm hold 


‘seem shocked, and 


upon the r inebriate, when the in- 
fluence of both chureh and Bible (so 
far as he can see,) are in favor of his 
de tion instead of his elevation ? 

ut once more: is the earth to be 
smitten with the plague of slavery. 
These gentlemen in black have the 
work to perform. 

The consciences of slaveholders are 
beginning to be awakened. They ap- 

al to the two witnesses in sackcloth : 

isten—what is the answer? The 
church holds slaves—elders, deacons, 
and preachers, hold slaves. This is 
the testimony of the first witness. 
What does the othersay? The preach- 
er takes the sable covered volame, and 
cries aloud, *‘ The Bible sanctions it.” 
So the curse of slavery must continue, 
because of the drapery of the two wit- 
nesses; and the earth must travail and 
an because’ of the e, and no 
elp can be obtained from the two wit- 
nesses in black. If any one should 
suggest it is only the drapery of the 
witnesses which seems to favor this 
plague, he would be denounced as an 
open infidel. This, dear reader, is the 
fire that proceedeth out of their mouth 
and consumes those that hurt them. 
‘‘ He must in this manner be killed.” 
To call a Christian minister an infidel, 
especially when he who speaks is look- 
ed up to as a kind of oracle, is to in- 
flict a pretty severe,death: and you, 
Mr. Editor, if you Have not already, 
must expect to feel the fire of their in- 
dignation. 

Bat I must note here, how affecting 
it is to my heart to see ministers, who 
ought to be walking with their Savior 
in white, arraying themselves in sack- 
cloth and pompously lifting up their 
hands to smite the earth with the 
plague of rey They do it with 
such seeming reluctance and misgiv- 
ings of conscience, that we can hardly 
look upon them as voluntary agents in 
the infliction of these awful plagues! © 
Their own humanity and good sense 
to turn away 
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from the horrid desolation of the plague. 
It is affecting to think that men, who. 
wish to be 
really suppose themselves to be such, 
are giving all their moral and religious 
influence in favor of one of the most 
God-proving sins that ever originated 
in the bottomless pit. 

The death and resurrection of the 
witnesses, must be deferred for another 
moon. B. U. 


Wayside Skeiches—No. 13. 
On Saturday, August 15th, we left 
home and its endearments on an East- 
ern tour. The first point we made was 
Hopedale, Harrison county, O., whith- 
er we arrived -in safety at 4 o’clock, 
P, M., of the same day, after traveling 
some 250 miles by steam via Columbus 
and Newark. The only circumstance 
which broke the usual monotony of 
railroad travel, was the passage through 
two tunnels, one of 1200 the other 1500 
feet in length. They were the first 
through which we ever passed—and 
perhaps the best description we can 
give to those of our readers who never 
have experienced the impenetrable 
darkness which pervades such places, 
is by saying that we felt very much 
relieved on arriving at the point of 
egress. | 
During the day, we passed over a 
variety of soil and landscape of greater 
or less beauty and fertility ; but every 
thing bore testimony to the industry 
and enterprize of our citizens, and the 
elevating tendency of free institutions 
and free labor. Abundant crops of 
grass, and grain, and fruit, were spread 
out before us upon the right hand and 
the left, as monuments of Ged’s good- 


t reformers, and who. 


The occasion of convening at Hope- 
dale, was the twenty-seventh annual 
meeting of the congregation of Dis- 
ciples of Christ at that place. The 
audience on Lord's Day was large, and 
during the whole meeting (which lasted 
three days,) respectable in size and 
very attentive to the discourses deliv- 
ered on. the occasion. Elder A. 8. 
Hayden and Dr. Wm. Beaumont, were 
the laborers. We also delivered sev- 
eral discourses. The immediate re- 
sults were the confession and immer- 
sion of fonr young ladies, and we trust 
much good was done by the encourage- 
ment and strengthening of the brother- 
hood who were present. We fonnd 
almost the whole community favorable 
to the great principles of purity and 
‘uprightness taught in the Aagazene, 
and was particularly gratified to have 
it publicly recommended during the 


meeting, by Brethren A. S. Hayden 


and Cyrus McNeeley. 


admiration. The location combines 
salubrity, retirement, and accessibility, 
and, with a suitable core of instructors, 
cannot fail to continue to be, as it has 
hitherto been, a blessing to the com- 
munity and an honor to its founders. 
The school is intended for both male 
and female students, and the buildings 
‘when completed will comprise two 
large dormitories, one On either side of 
the Seminary proper, designed respec- 
tively for each sex; so that they will 
be entirely separate, except during re- 
citation hours. There is one pecaliar- 
ity of the’ institution whick we think 


adds greatly to its merits—no person | 


ness to the children of men. 
8 


is debarred from enjoying the faciliti 


The site and buildings of the “Me-. 
Neeley Normal School,” are worthy of 
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ot affords for ny an education, 
on account of color! 

- delivered one discourse 
benville, and one in Wellsville, on our 
way to the Columbiana county annual 
meeting at Hanover. Steubenville and 
Wellsville are ‘both old towns on the 
Ohio river, and they both enjoy the 


advantages of railroad communication, 


and an abundance:of coal for all manu- 
facturing purposes. The former has 
about 9,000 inhabitants, and the latter 
perhaps one-tenth that number. The 
Disciples in each place have good 
meeting houses, but, as I learned, the 
eongregations are not large. They 
<comprise, however, some excellent 
ibrethren and sisters, and with suitable 
pastoral labors a good influence might 
‘no doubt soon be exerted on the sur- 
rounding communities. 

At Hanover we saw for the first time 
‘the “Big Tent,’ which has been in 
‘use for a number of years among the 
‘Disciples of Christ: on the Western 
Reserve, and. some other counties con- 
i tiguous, as a place for holding their 
-annual meetings. © It covers a circular 


.area, when raised, the diameter of 


which is one hundred feet, and when 
properly seated will contain about three 
thousand people. On Lord’s Day, it 
-wasfilled te overflowing. The prin- 
ciple part of the speaking was done by 
Brethren A. B. Green and Dr. J. P, 
Robinson, although there were some 
steteen preachers in attendance, sev- 
~ of them participating to some ex- 
females (mostly young,) 
aa confession of their faith in the 
Lord; Jesus, and were baptized during 
the meeting. Some of them, we have 
.no doubt, fally:sealized the importance 


‘of the steps they were taking; but we 
fear lest the exeitement which obtained 
during the closing moments of the 
meeting, may have caused some of 
them to act without. sufficient delibe- 
ration, or a clear conception of the 
grandeur and sublimity of the plan of 
salvation. Much controversy has ob- 
tained latterly in the religious world, 
relative to the respective merits of head 
and heart religion, but it takes both to 
make a Christian. The animal excite- 
ment, therefore, which gathers into the 
congregation those who possess neither 
the one nor the other, should, we think, 
be repudiated by all who desire the 
permanent prosperity of the church. 
We had, during the meeting, the 
pleasure of taking by the hand many 
brethren with whom we had formerly 
made an acquaintance, and formed a 
number of new ones. We also ob- 
tained a considerable number of names 
as patrons of the Magazine; but taking 
it for a centre, we found there was a 
centrifugal as well as a centripetal 
force being manifested. A prominent 
speaker took occasion to warn the au- 
dience of the danger of ‘‘ side issues,”’ 
“ political preaching,” &c.; predicting 
that the person he had in his mind 
would ‘‘ become an infidel in less than 
five years”! We have observed that 
the very class of preachers who talk so 
loudly against political preaching, are 
the very men who talk abont politics 
in ‘the pulpit, and who introduce as 
illustrations in their discourses, inci- 
dents connected with our governmental 
administration, party political organi- 
zations, warfare in general, and Ameri- 
can warfare'in particular, 
| We have no confidence in any instru- 
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mentality for’ the conversion of the 


world, but the presentation of the gos- 
pel of the Son of God, and a practical 
exhibition of its purity and holiness in 
the lives and conversation of those who 
profess faith im his name, A conver- 
sion which does not lead to the practice 
of justice, and mercy, and righteous- 
ness, will be found of no avail in the 
judgment day, no matter how true the 
theory may be to. which they have been 
induced to subscribe. When those 
who have theorized away their pre- 
cious lives will be found unfruitful in 
the knowledge of the Lord, the humble, 
practical Christian will find an abun- 
dant entrance into the everlasting king- 
dom. Oh, that all our preachers and 
scribes could realize the fearful respon- 
sibility resting upon them, and labor 
to build upon the one foundation laid 
by the holy apostles, ‘* gold, silver, and 
precious stones,” that their works may 
stand the fiery ordéal and adorn the 
spiritual temple, the house of the living 
God. 


Por the N. W. Christian Magazine. 


Reply to V.’s Arguments on setting 
apart Church Officers.—No. 2. 


We come now to notice Brother V.’s 
article on setting apart church officers, 
published in the June No. of the Mag- 
azine; and as our object is to under- 
stand and teach what the Scriptures 
teach on this subject, we will try to 
give it a fair and impartial exami- 
nation. 


We will here: state, that we feel no. 


disposition to censure or disfellowship. 
Brother V., or. any one else, for: hon- 
estly differing. from us, and freely, ex- 
pressing their views upon this subject. 
either do we feel in the least dis- 


posed.to condescend to a ‘‘touch of|he That is the communication 


the ridiculous,” nor to say one word 
that will be calculated to alienate the 
feelings of the brethren; but we will 
endeavor carefully to examine Brother 
V.’s. articles, and receive the truth 
wherever it may be found. | 


_ In the commencement of this second 
article, our Brother cites the 1st and 
2d verses of the 6th chapter of Hebrews, 
and says, ** This, too, is often cited in 
support of divine authority for the 
practice of laying on of hands in con- 
stituting church officers.”’ 

He then gives a considerable com- 
ment upon the condition of the Hebrew 
brethren, and the adaptation of the 
apostle’s letter tothem. Hethen gives 
three phs, one on ‘‘ not laying 
again the foundation of repentance 
from dead works,” one on ‘* faith to- 
ward God,” and one on the ‘doctrine 
of baptisms ;” and then, after all this 
labor on other matters, he gives one 
ph on the words “laying on 
of hands.’’ Upon these words he says : 
‘That is the communication of spir- 
itual gifts, or the power to work mira- 
cles. These gifts were uniformly com- 
municated by the imposition of the 
apostles hands.” 

Thus, he spent a considerable amount 
of time and labor, to do just nothing 
to establish his negative claim. As 


ducing this (Heb. 6: 1, 2,) to 
sustain the doctrine of the imposition 
of hands in constituting church officers ; 
nor have we ever heard any one else 
cite this passage for that purpose, to 
our recollection. We therefore con- 
sider the labors of our Brother 

this text, foreign to the subject under 
consideration. 
There are, however, two sentences 
in the remarks of our Brother upon 
this passage, which we will carefully 
examine, and to which we call the spe- 
cial attention of the reader, 
Ofithe words “laying onof hands,” 


or” 
~*~ 


for ourself, we never thought of intro: _ 
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of spiritual pitts, or the power to work 
miracles. ‘These gifts were uneformly | th 
communicated by the imposition of the 
apostle’s hands.”” This is calculated 
to make the impression that the com- 
munication of spiritual gifts, or the 
impartation of the hol spirit, ¥ was in- 
variably the result of "the fen position of 
the apostle’s hands—and this 5 cortainly 
was the impression Brother V. in- 
tended tomake. Now, is this correct ? 
It certainly is not—and here is where |a 
the real issue appears to be. 

That the apostles did communicate 
the holy spirit by the imposition of 
their hands, is a fact that we believe, 
and that no one, we presume, will pre- 
tend to deny; but that the communi- 
cation or impartation of the holy spirit 
invariably followed, or was the itnva- 
riable result of the imposition of hands, 
we do most roundly deny. As it is an 
admitted fact, that in many instances 
the holy spirit has been communicated 
by the imposition of theapostle’s hands, 
it ‘ies been taken for granted, that the | 
communication or impartation of the 
holy spirit ¢nvartably followed the im- 
position of hands. Here is where the 
mistake has doubtless been made, and 
where our good brother has fallen into 
an error. 

We will now show, beyond the pos- 
‘sibility of refutation, that the commn- 
nication of the holy spirit was not al- 
ways the design, and that it did zo 
invariably follo ow the imposition of 
hands—not even the imposition of the 
apostle’s hands. 

The case of the ** seven,’ ” mentioned 
in Acts vi,, is sufficient to settle this 
question forever. In. this case, the 
apostles said, “look ye out among 
you aie men of honest report, FULL 
ry of holy spirit and wisdom.”’ (Acts 
shows conclusively that 
the Te seven”” were full of the hol 
spirit when they were chosen ; and, |i 
therefore, when the a 
prayed, and laid their hands on them 


tles afterwards discipline.” 
,/that this is the real meaning of the 


oe imipa rt to them the holy spirit, for 
already of it. 

Bat again; the church at Antioch 
their hands”? on Barnabas and 
Saul, and sent them away.” (Acts 
13: 3.) Now, that the communica- 
tion or impartation of the holy spirit, 
was not the result and could not have 
been the design of the on 
hands” in this case, is obvious for 
important reasons: first, none but the 

postles possessed the power to com- 
the holy s init’; and second, 
it is evident that Saul (Paul), if not 
both Saul and Barnabas, were 
jJull of the holy spirit when han 
were laid upon them. 

Thus it is seen that our brother has 
made a total failure at this point, and 
that in all he has said on this 
of Scripture he has found nothing to 
establish his claim, or to militate in 
the least against church officers being 
“set apart’’ “by prayer with fasting, 
and the ‘laying on of hands.”’ 

The next passage introduced by our 
friend, is found in 1st Timothy, 5th 
chapter and 22d verse, and reads as 
follows: ‘‘ Lay hands suddenly on no 
man, neither be partaker of other men’s 
sins; keep thyself pure.’’ The object 


in bringing fo this passage, ap- 
pears to be, to show that it does not 
spply y to the work of “setting apart” 
rch officers, and it is indeed more 
curious than instructive to follow our 
friend in his meanderings, in trying to 
lain this text. | 
irst: he that it gives quite 
a coloring to the doctrine of ‘‘ laying 
on of hands” in church organization. 
He then says, ** While some refer the 
text to ordination, there are others with 
an equal amount of learning, as zeal- 
ously maintain that it refers to the 


sic Again he says: “Another view 
is, that it refers to a olution or church 
He then labors to show 


it could not have been to communicate 


passage, and by way of confirmation 


“laying on of hands in_ healing the 
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he says: ‘*We cannot see how those 
who refer this text to ordination, can 
avoid the force of this view.” 

And then again, after all this, he 
says: ‘There is another view, which 
may be regarded as more correct than 
any other, it is briefly this—‘Paul he- 
ing at Ephesus, wishes to travel. into 
Macedonia, and he left Timothy at 
Ephesus as his agents to act in all 
things for him. hen one acts as 
agent for another, he must be clothed 
with such power as will enable him to 
act as fully as his superior could if he 
were present. Whatever then Paul 
desired Timothy to do, he doubtless 
tc him sufficient power to perform. 

aul doubtless gave Timothy a general 
agency to act for him in ail things 
touching the church. Among the va- 
rious duties which this power includes, 
was the ability to communicate spir- 
itual gifts, which could not be done 
otherwise than by the imposition of 
hands. Jt was THESE IMPORTANT GIFTS 


which Timothy was to be so cautious | 


in communicating.’ ” 


It is, indeed, truly astonishing to see 
a good brother take such a course as 
this, in the examination of a plain pas- 
sage of Scripture—and we are satisfied 
of the fact, that he has done what he 
did not intend to do, and that he has 
proved, so far as his remarks go to 

rove anything, what he does not be- 
ieve. In his last,and ‘*‘ more correct” 
view, as he calls it, he has not only 
ed ‘* Episcopacy and clerical! domi- 
nation,’’ but he has certainly argued 
the doctrine of apostolic succession— 
and not only so, but in doing this he 
has certainly crossed his own track 
in. Now, we repeat it, that we do 
not believe that he done this design- 
edly ; but that he Aas done this, we 
will now proceed to show. 

In the forepart of his article he tells 
us, that the “‘communication of spir- 
itual gifts” was by the ‘imposition of 
the apostle’s hands;” or, to use his 
own words, ‘these gifts were uni- 


formly communicated by the impo- 
sition of the apostle’s hands.”’ And 
in his remarks on the now 
under consideration, (ist Lim. 5: 22,) 
he informs us, that it was ‘‘ these am- 
portant gifts which Tomoruy was to be 
so cautious in communicating.”’ 

Now, if he is correct in saying that 
‘‘ these gifts,’’ meaning spiritual gifts, 
or the power to work miracles, “* were 
untformly communicated by the impo- 
sition of the apostile’s s,’ he cer- 
tainly cannot be correct in saying that 
important gifts, y the imposition of 
his hands.” And. if he is correct in 
saying that ‘“‘Timothy could, and did, 
communicate these important gifts,” 
then he certainly cannot be correct in 
saying that ‘“‘these gifts were wnt- 
Jformly communicated by the 
tion of the apostle’s hands.” it 
appears evident that he has crossed 
ne own track, turn it which way you 
will. 

But this is not the worst of it. If 
he is correct in his remarks on this 
passage, and his ‘‘ more correct view,” 
as he calls it, is indeed the true mean- 
ing of the d if, indeed, as 
our writer says, ‘“‘ Paul did clothe 
Timothy with such power as would 
enable him to act as fully as the apostle 
himself could act were he present, and 

ve him a general agency to act for 
himin all matters touching the church,”’ 
then it certainly follows that the doc- 
trine of apostolic succession ts true. 
But if this doctrine of apostolic succes- 
sion is not true, then it follows to a 
certainty that Brother V.’s interpreta- 
tion of the is not true. If, 
indeed, to clothe an uninspired man 
with all the power and authority of an 
inspired apostle, even to the ability of 
communicating spiritual gifts by the 
imposition of hands, is not apostolic 
succession, then we confess we know 
not what apostolic succession is. Now, 


we do not believe that Brother V. in-. 


tended to teach this doctrine; but that 
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he has done this, is a fact which we 
think will not be denied. 

Now, as we do not believe the doe- 
trine of apostolic succession, and as we 
cannot admit that the text under con- 
sideration teaches this doctrine, we will 
endeavor to see what the passage does 
mean. And, as the meanin every 
passage in the Bible, as well as in any 
other book, is determined by the gram- 
matical construction of the language, 
and the place it fills in the subject to 
which it belongs, we will take a brief 
view of the principal items contained 
in Paul’s letters to Timothy. | 

It is evident to all who are acquainted 
with these letters, that one leading ob- 
ject was to instruct Timothy in regard 
to his duty as a teacher of Christianity 
and as an officer of the church. It is 
also evident, as is clearly seen by the 
3d chapter of the 1st letter, that another 
important object was to carefully point 
out to Timothy, and to all after gen- 
erations, the particular characteristics 
necessary to qualify persons to fill the 
offices of the church, as well as the 
manner of induction into office. And 
it is clearly seen, too, that Paul directs 
Timothy’s attention to the process by 
which he was “set apart”’ to the work. 
He says to Timothy, “ neglect not the 
gift that is in thee, which was given 
thee by prophecy, with the laying on 
of the hands of the presbytery.”? And 
again he says: ‘* Wherefore I put thee 
in remembrance that thou stir up the 
gift of God, which is in thee by the 
putting on of my hands.” It is also 
clearly seen that Paul, through the or- 
dinary means of teaching, imparted to 
Timothy a/l the instructions and knowl- 
edge necessary to enable him to dis- 
charge all the duties enjoined upon 
him by the apostle, and that he was to 
‘commit these things to others.” 

Now, with all these and many more 
similar facts before us, are we not for- 
_ ced to the conclusion, that, when Paul 
said to Timothy “lay hands suddenly 
on no man,” he had direct reference to 


ginomat. 


‘tthe work of “setting apart”’ officers 


in the church? This is certainly the 
only rational conclusion that can be 
drawn from the premises, and from this 


conclusion there certainly is no way of 


escape. 

e have now seen that the labors 
of our brother upon this age, has 
proved to be a failure—and that the 
passage, taken in connection with the 
subject to which it belongs, proves pre- 
cisely the reverse of what our friend is 
laboring to prove. | 

In the next place, Brother V. calls 
attention to the 22d verse of the 1st 
chapter of Acts, and says: ‘‘ Where 
the word ordain is used, it comes from 
the Greek genesthai—be made, desig: 
nated, or appointed ; no rife was used, 
and none is referred to. The hundred 
and twenty chose or nominate the two, 
and the lot fell upon Matthias, and 
thus the ordination service ended.” 
He then rather exultingly says: ** This 
is worth ten thousand clerical argu- 
ments; it is a plain and simple scrip- 
tural refutation of the whole doctrine 
of the laying on of hands, in choosing 
or constituting church officers.”’ E 

Now we ask, how our brother can 
say “‘no rite was used, and zone is 
referred to”’? when the same connec- 
tion of Scripture says, ‘** they appointed 
two.” And again it says: ‘They 
and after this ‘“‘they gave 
orth their lots.”” Again we ask, how 
he can say, ‘*‘ Where the word ordain 
is used, it comes from the Greek genes- 
thai—be made, designated, or appoint- 
ed,” and then exulttngly claim a vic- 
tory? when the Greek word, from 
which we have the word ordain in the 
text under consideration, is translated 
by at least seven or eight different 
words. And why is it that he can say, 
“the word ordain in Acts, 1st chapter 
and 22d verse, is from the Greek genes- 
thar”? when it is from the Greek 
And why does he cite the 
case of Matthias, and claim a scriptural 


refutation of the whole doctrine of the 
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laying on of hands, in choosing or cen-. 

stituting church officers, when there 

was no Ohristian church established 

— the whole earth at that time? 
Ow 


why our brother has done this,| 


we cannot tell; but that it proves just 
nothing in favor of his negative propo- 
sition, is certainly clear to every dis- 
cerning mind. 

As we have now noticed every thing 
in our friend’s second article that has 
the semblance of argument in it, and 
found it to be a failure, we will offer a 
few remarks of general character, upon 
the subject under consideration. 

We are no believer in the doctrine 
of apostolic succession, in clerical dom- 
ination, or the ene man power in the 
church of Christ. We do not new, nor 
never did believe this; neither do we 
feel disposed to invalidate or set aside 
the actions of humble Christians, 
because hands were not laid upon them; 
but we do believe, that, in the church 
in primitive times, as weil as in the 
primitive churches, persons were ‘set 
apart” to office, by prayer with fast- 
ing, and the laying on of hands.” This 
orange is susceptible of much proof. 

t is almost a universally admitted 
fact, that the Scriptures require every 
church or worshiping assembly to have 
officere, and that these officers consist 
of bishops or elders, and deacons. And 
it is also rally admitted, that the 
official duties of the bishops or elders 
consist in attending to the spiritual 
welfare of the church, while the duties 
of the deacons consist in attending to 
the temporal concerns of the church— 
and that this kind of organization is’ 
necessary, in order to the proper and 
scriptural action of the body. It is 
also believed by us, and generally ad- 
mitted, that the power and authority 
given to the church, by which she is to 
act, belong to the church or congrega- 
tion en masse; but that the church is 
to choose good men and tried, to act 
as Official functionaries and give this 
power to them, is also a fact that we 


think no one will pretend to deny. : 
But the question is, how is this done ‘ 
The answer is, to the law and to the 
testimony—what does it say? 
First. Thechurch in primitivetimes, 
in the very commencement of church 
organization and order, had the apostles 
to attend to the spiritual concerns, and 
when it became necessary to have the 
¢ business of the congregation 

attended to, the apostles said to the 
disciples or congregation—* Look ye 
out among you seven men of honest 
report, fall of the Holy Ghost and wis- 
dom, whom we may appoint over this 
business.”” (Acts 6: 3.) After this 
was done, the seven were “set before 
the apostles, and when they had prayed 
they laid their hands on them.’’ This 
‘is the way deacons, or men which were 
to attend. to the temporal business of 
the congregation in primitive times, 
were “‘set apart” in the church. 

Once more, and we close for this 
time. The church at Antioch, at the 
bidding of the Holy Spirit, either ez 
masse or by their officers, ‘‘ fasted and 
prayed, and laid their hands on” Bar- 
nabas and Saul, and *‘sent them away.” 
And during their tour, they ‘‘ ordained 
elders in every church,” in the very 
same way, we understand, that they 
themselves were ‘‘ set 

In our next, we will notice some 
things in Brother V.’s third article. 

THomas 
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Brotner Bocas: Having shown in 
‘*No. 2,” that the Bible was written 
by those it professes to have been, and 
in “No. 1,” that Christ and the apos- 
tles were pure and undesigning men, 
it remains only to be seen what these 
pure and undesigning men did and 
taught. But asthe question of mira- 
cles will now come up, it may not be 
improper to treat on the general ques- 


tion for a few moments. We are not, 
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' however, right ai the starting point 
by the philosophical (?) infidel, with 
the **immautability of the laws of na- 
ture.”” What he means, may be a 
matter not so easily come-at-abus ! 
Sometimes the phrase ‘laws of na- 
ture,’’ is used to indicate nature itself, 
the sophistry of which assumption 
needs but one moment’s reflection to 
exhibit itself in its h deformity— 
‘*Laws of nature” creating ‘laws of 
nature’?! Foolish! Nothing can 
have Jaws till it has an existence; 
therefore, ‘laws of nature” could not 
exist till nature existed to have laws! 
But what is the ent of the 
infidel? Stated in its strongest form, 
that of a syllogism, it is simply this: 
. The laws of nature are immutable— 
“cannot be altered; but miracles are 
contrary to the laws of nature, there- 
fore, miracles are impossible; 
The boldness and effrontery with 
which thig “‘ argument” is put forth, 
are equalled only by the assumed 
gravity of its propagators. What is 
nature? Evidently the material uni- 
verse. What are the “laws of na- 
ture?’ The rules by which nature is 
verned. How came nature and her 
ws into existence? All butthe athe- 
ist will answer, ‘‘In the beginnin 
God created the heaven and the earth.”’ 
Hath not He who hath power to create, 
to alter or abolish entirely, 
if He sees proper? Then away goes 
the ‘immutability ” of the laws of 
nature’! for strange, indeed, would 
it be if the Author of those laws could 
not control them. What is law? Is 
it not a rule—a way of acting in a 
a matter? Certainly. Then 
w cannot be a cause, but an effect. 
‘We have laws of the land; are they 
not the result of action by the people? 
Laws would avail nothing, if there 
were no ‘“‘power behind the throne.’’ 
Peoplé shave power to make laws— 
they have power to alter or abolish 
them; and not Jehovah the same 
right and power to act in reference to 


‘ 


= 
‘ 


His laws? Bat if it be said, wecan- 
not alter them,”’ it is granted. Does 
it follow from this that God cannot? 
We cannot create “laws of nature ;”’ 
does it follow that God could not? But 
why labor a point which, upon a little 
reflection, proves itselfa truism! The 
fact is, God created nature and gave 
her her ‘‘ laws,’’ and He both can and 
will alter or supersede them entirely, if 


He sees proper ! 

But suppose the “laws of nature”’ 
were *‘immutable’’? Does it follow 
that miracles are con tothem! By 


no means. If it be they are con- 
trary to all the “‘laws” we know any 
thing about, it is freely granted. Does 
it follow from this, that therefore they 
are opposed to nature? Strange if it 
does. We donot know how mind acts 
on body. Is the action of mind there- 
fore contrary to the “‘ laws of nature”? 
you answer “no,” glen the infidel 
argument is gone; if you answer “‘yes,” 
then there are miracles mow; and if 
now, it is no stretch of credulity to be- 
lieve there were in the time of the 
Apostles! 
or aught we know, there may be 
ten thousand laws of nature which 
were placed in the original structure of 
the universe, which accord with mira- 
cles! Jehovah could just as easily 
have placed a special arrangement in 
original “nature,” to act in accord- 
ance with miracles, as could the builder 
of the locomotive place a special ar- 
rangement in the engine and boiler 
apparatus to warn people of danger 
when on the track. The object of the 
locomotive is to draw heavy burthens ; 
it may be bounding majestically along 


ror; but suddenly a shrill whistle an- 
jnounces to the foot man that danger is 
in his path, and unless he avoids it, it 
will bring upon him speedy ruin. So 
with miracles and the ‘laws of na- 
ture.’’ God foresaw their necessity to 
warn and convince men of sin and 


judgment—and He may have laid their 


the track, having no appearance of ter- | 
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laws deeply, and yet kept them in ac- 
cordance with the original structure of 
the universe, and He can and will call 
them into reguisition whenever His 
infinite wisdom sees they are needed! 

Away, then, with the infidel’s sddly- 

ism. Its all gone except his ‘ there- 

re,’ and we will now appropriate 
that, and say, ‘‘‘* Therefore,’ the ‘laws 
of nature’ can be altered by Jehovah; 
and miracles may not be contrary to 
the ‘laws of nature’’’! ! 

Having thus shown the possibility of 
mirag@ies, it will be but the work of a 
moment to show their probability. Man 
is so, @onstructed, that miracles would 
strike conviction upon him sooner than 

othér ways of approach combined ; 
and i is but reasonable, bnt probable, 
to suppose the Lord would take that 
mod@ of n& which He knew 
most in its results ; 
hence, is no **far fetched” conclu- 
sion to say that miracles are probable. 

But ** tovthe law and the testimony.”’ 
Be it remembered that ‘sont of the 
mouth of two or three witnesses, every 
word may be @8tablished.” Infidels 
have told us that Christ and the apos- 
tles were pure and undesigning men. 
The character of the witnesses is es- 
tablished as Remember this. 
In John 3: 11, the Savior says, “Ver- 
ily, verily, I say unto thee, we speak 
that we do know; and testify that we 
have seen; and ye receive not our wit- 
ness.”’ ; 

Now, mark! These men were pure! 
Then they tell us they speak that they 
‘““know’’ and Now, 
if they Anew and were pure, we must 
receive what they say as TRUTH!!! 
There is no court of law on this foot- 
stool of God, but would receive the 
testimony of such men of such charac- 
ters, though it hung presidents, princes, 
or kings! But these men tell us they 
wrought miracles—cured the halt, the 
lame, the deaf and the blind, by merely 
speaking to, or touching them. They 


go further, They tell us they raised 


| 


the dead by simply saying, ‘ Arise’’! 
or ‘*Come 

If we receive their testimony, we 
must receive this; and as working 
miracles presupposes the presence of 
the Almighty and His power, and as 
it cannot be presumed that God. would 
lend His immediate power to establish 
an imposture, we are led to the con- 
clusion that Christianity is of God! 
But it may strike conviction into the 
minds ff the young more speedily, by 
stating it in ay ae form, thus: 

1st} Christ and the Apostles were 
pure and undesigning men ; but pure 
and undesigning men will not lie; 
therefore, Christ and the Apostles did 
not lie. | 

2d. Christ and the Apostles did not 
lie; but they say they raised the dead ; 
therefore, they actually did raise the 
dead. | 

3d. Christ and the Apostles raised 


the dead; but it requires the power of 


God to raise the dead; therefore, the 
power of God was with them. 

4th. The power of God was with 
Christ and the Apostles; but God 
would not lend His power to establish 
imposition ; therefore, the Christian 
religion is not an imposture ! 

This conclusion follows upon the ad- 
mitted fact of the purity of those who 
established the Christian religion; and 
with one mighty crash it tumbles the 
crazy fabric of infidelity into ruins from 
off its sandy foundations, and inun- 
dates it in the bottomless flood of truth! 
Oh, skeptic, whence can you escape 
the force of your own admissions. It 
does seem that infidelity is left hang- 
ing in the very noose it manufactured 
for others. There let it swing!!! 
More anon. Yours, fraternally, 

Very respectfully, 
Wo. STonE. 
Salem, Indiana, Aug. 29, 1857. 
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Correction is grievous unto him that 


forsaketh the way; and he that hateth 
reproof shall die. | 


* 


ow 


ape 


- 


” 
2 he 


hen 


ae 
i 
me 


\ ta 


= vs 


he 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


-, -fendency is to a universal skepticism, 


122 


Ounristian Maaazine. 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine. | 


Letters to Alexander Campbell—No. 15. 


‘THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW—THE SUPREMACY 
OF CONSCIENCE, 


‘¢ What conscience dictates to be done, 
Or warnes me not to do: 
This teach me more than Ae/l to shun, 
That more than Heaven pursue.”’—Pork. 


Brotuer Campseti: I am getting 
on but slowly in my review of your 
positions and arguments. Iam not | 


** A Scribe by trade,”’ 


and between the labors of the farm, | 
and the pulpit, with an occasional lec- | 
ture on “the Peculiar Institution,” 


and now and then a bit of a speech on 
Temperance, my time is tolerably tak- 
en ih But I never forget the subject 
of Slavery. Like Hannibal, I have 
laid my hand upon the altar of my 
God, and sworn eternal hostility to 


Slavery. Indeed, some of my brethren | 


think that at times I go as far out of 
my way in a discourse, to give slavery 
a thrust, as John Randolph said he 
would do “‘ to kick a sheep,” when the 
Tariff question ran high; he said *‘ he 
would go twenty rods out of his way” 
for that purpose. 

But I had some misgivings about 
my quotation from the ‘“ Universal 
Prayer,’ lest it should fare as ill as 
did Leggett’s beautiful poem upon the 
Bible. Ah, my brother, I never could 
quite forgive you for that merciless 
onslaught! That the editor of a daily 
and weekly newspaper, should find 
time and inclination to write such a 

lowing eulogy upon the ‘‘ Book of 

ks,” should have commended his 
effusion to a more lenient criticism, 
especially from one who has boasted 
himself the especial defender of that 
Book. In an age like this, where the 


such an effusion as that, from the pen. 
of one engaged in political and par- 
tizan ‘strife, is like an Oasis in the 


What if it lacked logical precision ? 
You have marred and mutilated some 
of the finest poetry in the English lan. 
age, for the same reason. But | 

ad supposed that Poets were allowed 
a liberty, not granted to other men. 
“Clip the Poet’s wing, and he cannot 
soar,’’ said Brother Hayden, speaking 
of your logical shears. But ‘ Logic 
i Hermeneutics” are inexorable 
verities. 

After all I love to repeat Leggett’s 


words: 


*: This little Book, [’d rather own, 
Than all the gold, and gems, , 
That ere in Monarch’s coffers shone, 
Than all their diadems ; 

Ney, were the seas one chrysolite— 
The earth a golden ball, 
) And diamonds al! the stars of night, © 
This Book were worth them all.”’ 


Metaphor run mad,” say .you. 
‘Such a globe wonld be worth just 
nothing at all,”—we could raise neither 
corn nor potatoes upon it! Go tell 
the British Queen that her world-re- 
nowned Kohinoor which she was not 
rich enough to buy, but must needs 
take it by the strong arm of conquest— 
that this is not worth ‘‘a peck of 
corn,’’—that she could not eat it if she 
were starving. 

But pardon this digression. I was 
afraid for my poetry which | had pla- 
‘ced at the head of my letter, and so I 
thought I would ‘carry the war into 
Carthage.” 

But to the subject of Conscience. 
You say in respect to the Fugitive 
Slave Law, ‘‘Conscience is not a guide, 
but an enlightened Conscience is.” 
That is, perhaps, a very palpable tru- 
ism; but what then? Innuendo is a 
terrible weapon, where skilfully used ! 
But you were not speaking of the con- 
science of benighted 
there is, in “‘the great things of the 
law,” something like unzversal con- 
science, as Dr. Chalmers hath well 
shown, in his Bridgwater Treatise. 
And in no one thing pertaining to 


desert. 


‘morality is there more nearly a univer- 
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sal | conscience, than in this very thing 
of delivering up a fugitive to a tyrant 


pursuer! Delivering him up to whips 
and chains—to a dungeon and to 
death ! | 


What judgment has the whole world, 
civilized and savage, passed upon the 
Sultan of Turkey for refusing to deliver 
up the Hungarian fugitives with the 
noble Kossuth’ at their head? For re- 
fusing, when the scorpion scourge of 
war was brandished over his head by 
the colossal power of Russia—aye, what 
says the 


“Saint, the Savage, and the Sage,” 


to this? But one jadgment—one con- 
science concerning it. One world-wide 
approval! Millions from all nations 
could have kissed his feet for that act ! 
The slaveholder joined in this lauda- 
tion! In such a case, at least, I think 
we might venture to say, ‘* Vow Populi, 
Vou Dei!l’”? Yes, * The voice of the 

ople is the voice of God,” for Jeho- 
vah saith, ‘* Hide the outcast—bewray 
not him that wandereth.”’ 

But it was said, that your utterance 
was not concerning a benighted pagan. 
Against whom was the inuendo hurled ? 
Was it the ple of Massachusetts / 
Even so! hat Massachusetts, that 
has expelled ignorance from her State 
by law! The Massachusetts that has 
not a single citizen of native birth, 
that cannot read and write—the Mas- 
sachusetts of whom one of her orators 
said, ** our Common Schools, these are 
our Kohinoor, our mountain of light ;”’ 
Massachusetts, that has made the Bible 
a text-book in all her schools—Massa- 
chusetts, that leads the van in every 
reform — Massachusetts, that first in 
the New World built an Asylum for 
the idiot, and from the apparently in- 
exorable labyrinths of physical mal-. 
formation and deranged organization, 
called forth order, and beauty, and 
light, and loveliness—Massachusetts, 
that gives more money, year by year, 


for benevolent purposes, than all the 


Slave States put together. But I need 
not defend Old Massachusetts! Her 
works praise her—her industry qlothes 
a portion of all the nations of the 
earth—her commerce whitens every 
sea—her art adorns every place—her 
ministers of religion, and her teachers 
of science, are in every nation, to en- 
lighten the ignorant, and reform the 
vicious; and her fountains of learning 
send forth streams of purity, and truth, 
and light, and love, to fertilize and 
gladden the waste places of earth, and 
to cause her moral ‘ deserts to rejoice 
and blossom as the rose.”’ 

But now let me turn and inquire, 
whence came that inuendo—that fling 
about unenlightened conscience? Did 
it come from Virginia—the land that. 
still lingers in the gray twilight of the 
dark ages? The land that still clings 
to the Fendal customs of mediseval bar- 
barism—the land where ignorance and 
darkness, like the pall of the grave, 
cover every thing—darkness so gross, 
so palpable, that, as in Egypt of old, 
you can p it in your hand—a land 
where a few years since the general cen- 
sus revealed the awful truth, that there 
were sixty-four thousand white persons 
over twenty years of age that could 
neither nor write; and your own 
State census taken a year after, show- 
ed that this was far below the mark, 
that there were more than eighty thon- 
sand!!! 

But I have filled my sheet, so adieu 
for a little. 

Yours, for Light and Truth, 
M. 8S. Crapp. 


— 


— 
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The Christian’s Revolver. 


In the sixth chapter of Ephesians is 
a description of the Christian armor, 
both defensive and offensive. Such, 
however, are the enemies of the Chris- 
tians, and such the pro of the art 
of war, that another and more destruc- 
tive weapon is demanded. Nothing 
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short of a regular six-shooter, will an- 
swer the purpose. Permit me, then, 
to subjoin an account of the necessity 
and use of one which is very highly 
prized in America. 

Who has not been troubled with 
beggars? I do not mean pale, emacia- 
, blind, or otherwise unfortunate 
men and women, who stretch forth 
their wr trembling hands, and pit- 
eously ask for but a penny; nor yet 
the ragged, shivering, orphan children 
of crime and want, who make the same 
petition. I refer to a large class of 
beggars—beggars fortunate, 

ealthy, and well dressed; beggars, 
who with a solemn face and command- 
ing tones, cry, in the name of benevo- 
lence, ‘‘ give,’’ “give.” The former 
class are bad enough; and yet we may 
ity them, for they have many woes. 
ho could turn them away unblest ? 
They ask with modesty, and receive 
with many thanks. But nothing of 
this kind can be said of the latter class ; 
they never ask, but always demand. 
They want neither food nor raiment ; 
they are satisfied with nothing but 
money—money to build the meeting- 
house, to pay the preacher, to endow 
the college, to send the missionary, or 
to sustain the thousand and one pov- 
erty-stricken institutions of the land. 
All this for benevolence—benevolence 
to whom? Surely not tous. Indeed, 
roperty is no longer a blessing. It is 
rd to get, but harder to keep. No 
sooner have you, with much labor, col- 
lected a few dollars, than these gaunt 
wolves surround you and set up such 
a hideous howl, that you drop the 
shining things and run for life, while 
the whole pack pursue, snarling at your 
heels. Against professional rogues of 
every kind we are on our guard-—but 
these take us unawares. 

You shall wake up some morning 
and find one of these fellows, with a 
pious mein and nimble fingers, robbin 

our drawer. If you remonstrate wit 


im, he will immediately summon be- 


fore you dying mothers, starving chil- 
dren, self-torturing heathen, a land 
drenched in blood, and a thousand 
drunkards’ ghastly, shrieking ghosts, 
While you are recovering from the 
fright, he will be seeking another 
victim. 

Now, to those who voluntarily put 
themselves in the way of these money- 
thirsty thieves, | have nothing to say. 
If any one will go to meeting when he 
knows contributions may be demanded ; 
if any one will go where he must turn 
all sorts of color, or give; if he will 
remain in the house when he sees a 
beggar coming in; or if he will put his 
name on their subscription papers, why 
he is not to be pitied when he suffers— 
when his purse bleeds. But to all 
those who have manhood enough to 
resent such indignities, I hope this 
paper may be of much service. 

o doubt, nearly all have their pecu- 
liar way of managing such matters ; 
yet there are some novices, to whom a 
few suggestions may not be amiss. 
Many who never give to these benevo- 
lence-shriekers, still maintain their pla- 
ces in the church and society as re- 
spectable people, while others equally 
frugal are called ‘‘ covetous’’ persons, 
idolaters,” **skinflints,””—are said to 
be penurious,’’ ** stingy,’’ close,” 
classed among fornica- 
tors, adulterers, thieves, drunkards, 
revilers, extortioners—and are exclu- 
ded from the kingdom of heaven. 

Now, of course, you are not under 
the least obligation to part with your 
hard-earned stores, unless it be that 
you may receive them again with 
usury. The only question, then, is 
how you may avoid the loss of repu- 
tation, and the anathemas of the black- 
coated beggars. This may be done by 
giving them a small -sum, a little, 
which will not diminish your wealth, 
but which will as effectually silence 
your conscience and them, as a larger 
amount. 


Patiently hear their story. Express 
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your sympathy ; let your philanthropic 
feelings freely gush and overflow, and 
then when they expect a hundred dol- 
lars give them one; where they re- 
quest a dollar, give a dime—and so let 

ur munificence grow “ beautifully 
less,” in accordance with their de- 
mands. Tell them business presses, 
and bid them * good day.” 

But if, on the other hand, you have 
determined not to give any thing, then 
tell the beggar how good you are, and 
how much you feel for him. Admit 
all his arzuments, that meeting houses 
must be built, reachers paid mis- 
sionaries sent, Bibles printed, and the 
gospel preached, or millions of immor- 
tal souls be lost forever; that for the 
maintenance of morality, for the ad- 
vancement of civilization, for the preser- 


vation of the nation, and for the propa- 


tion of Christianity, schools 
be sustained. that to 
gas our seminaries and colleges to 
ie out for want of a support, would 
be a lasting disgrace. ssure him 
that you love benevolence and hate 
covetousness with a perfect hatred, 


§ doubly distilled. Tell him that ‘ the 


earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness 
thereof ;” that the prince and the beg- 
are alike in the grave; that death 
is near, the solemn judgment just be- 
fore, and that beyond these rolls the 
shoreless ocean Of eternity. By this 
time he will be convinced of your 
goodness, and of your sincere desire to 
assist him. A broad smile of appro- 
bation and satisfaction will light up 
the beggar’s countenance. While he 
is in this expectant state, load up your 
and 
and discharge them, point blank, into 
the miscreant’s 
“T would like to help you—dut—to 
tell the truth, I am poor—have hard 
scratching to get alon deeply in- 
volved.”” You need not tell him how 
many acres and herds you have, nor 
how much money you have at interest, 
nor how much rai stock, nor that 


~ 


you ran in debt for a new farm. These 
oe matters between yourself and your 

I would like to help you—dui—‘‘ I 
have already given more than I am 
able to. I begin to believe my wife— 
we shall bring ourselves to poverty. 
There are but a few of us, and 1 do 
more than any one else—yes, more 
than any two.’ 

would like to help you—dui— 
there is neighbor Jones, who is worth 
twice as much as I am, and who never 
gives any thing. I'll be as liberal as 
he will. Tl do my part.” 

‘‘T would like to help you—dui—I 
never subscribe. J always pay down; 
however, I have nothing by me now.”’ 

“T would like to help you—dut— 
the crops look discouraging. Wevil 
in the wheat—bugs on potatoes—corn 
backward, cold and wet. I don’t like 
to pledge, and not be able to pay.” 

**T would like to help you—dbut—Il 
don’t like the way affairs have been 
managed. The men who have charge 
of your enterprize, are no financiers. 
What have they done with what has 
already been given? We have heath- 
en enough at home to care for. The 
Scriptures say (?) ‘‘charity begins at 
home,” and that “he who pfrovideth 
not fur his own household, is worse 
than an infidel.”’ 

This will generally beenough. When 
he is gone away, you may think on 
the words of Him who is to be your 
final Judge—“ What will it on a 
man if he shall gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul; or what will a 
man’ give in exchange for his soul,” 

| H. 


System.” A new edition 


of this deservedly popular work, has just: 


been published by the author. We can 
furnish it at $1.00 per copy, post paid ; 
wholesale at the usual rates. Itis a stand- 
ard work, and should have a place in 


every family library. | 
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ciety. The Anniversary of the Society 
will take place in this city, commencing 
on Tuesday 20th October. Several dis- 
tinguished speakers are announced. We 
fear we shall not return from our Eastern 
tour, until after the meeting. This we 
regret, as we feel deeply interested in the 
cause of missions—and if the Societ 

could be divorced from all fellowship wit 

the sin of oppression, and its labors pro- 
perly directed, we have no doubt but the 
liberality of the brotherhood would en- 
able it to do much towards Christianizing 
the world. We hope that brethren Isaac 
Errett and C. L. Loos, who are expected 
there, will labor to place the Society in 
such a position as to be above suspicion 
on the subject of slavery. The cause of 
truth and justice demands it at their 

hands, 


_ Communion Wine. A few months ago, 
we wrote an article calling the attention 
of our readers to the necessity of using 
the pure juice of the grape for communion 
purposes, We have recently received 
from a sister at Auburn, N. Y., a receipt 
for making an article that will keep any 
length of time. The specimen shown us 
was made one year ago, and was just as 
good as when first made. ‘*Take good 
‘ripe grapes, mash them, and add a gallon 
of water to each gallon of the pumice; 
let them stand forty-eighty hours, then 
strain, and to each gallon of the liquid 
add two pounds of good clean sugar. 
Bottle for use.”’ | 

_ As this is the season of the year when 
grapes are to be had, we hope all who feel 
an interest in excluding from our com- 
munion tables the various combinations 
of drugged whisky sold under the name 
of ‘‘wine,’’ will provide their congrega- 
tions with a sufficient supply of the ‘fruit 
of the vine,’’ to last for a twelvemonth at 
Scrirures Unvemep.” This is 
a series of Tracts by Brother J. I: Lowell, 
which he has published in monthly num- 
bers during the past year: They make, 
when bound together, a neat pamphlet of 


 Awertcan Curistian Missionary So- 


48 pages. ‘The work is, m our judgment, 
well calculated to enlighten the minds of 
those who read it in reference to the vol: 
ume of God’s grace to the human family, 
It can be procured by addressing the au- 
a at South Butler, N. Y., at $2.00 per 


‘Tae Wiren or Exvor.’’ As there 
is a great demand for our August No., 
containing this article, we wish to 
that we published a larger edition of that 
No, than we have done since, and will 
supply it to any who may wish it for dis- 
tribution, at the rate of sixty cenis per 
dozen copies. 


QUALIFICATIONS FOR A GOOD PREACHER! 
A correspondent in the September No, of 
the Millenial Harbinger, writing under the 
caption ‘* A good. work in Georgia,’’ af- 
ter mentioning the conversion of a Mr. 
T. M. Harris, a Protestant Methodist 
preacher, states as follows: ‘‘ Brother 

arris is the son of a wealthy planter, him- 
self a wealthy planter, and the son-in-law 
of a very influential planter.” In_ plain 
English, this new convert to our ranks is 
the son of a large slaveholder, himself a 
large slaveholder, and son-in-law to a 
very large slaveholder! ‘The term ‘‘plant- 
er’’ in Georgia, is exactly equivalent to 
slaveholder—and a wealthy planter is one 
who owns a large number of slaves, and 
a very influential planter one who owns 
a very large number. Surely, if such a 
recommendation of a preacher can find [ 
admittance into the Millenial Harbinger | 
in the year of grace 1857, we think the | 
Millenium must be near at hand! ‘‘The | 
son of a wealthy planter!’ himself a 
wealthy planter!! and son-in-law ofa 
very influential planter’’ 


Brotuer Crapp’s Letrers to Brotuer 
CampsBeLt. While at a meeting held at 
Hanover in August last, we heard it as- 
serted by the principal speaker there, that 
many of the positions taken in them ‘in 
reference to Brother Campbell, were ut- 
terly without foundation in truth. We 
therefore tender to him or. any one else 


the use of;our columns to, correct any 
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such misrepresentations, if there have been 
any made. We have, however, confi- 
dence enough in the writer of those letters, 
to believe he has not made any statements 
‘other than the truth would warrant. We 
do not understand the letters to be aimed 
at Brother Campbell as an individual, but 
simply as a refutation of his published 
views relative to slavery in general, and 


beautiful view of the North-Western 
Christian University at Indianapolis.— 


These pictures are fully equal to the beau 
tifal ones which have preceded them. — 


or Locatioy. Elder J. M. 
Bartlett, formerly of Auburn, N. Y., has 
taken the pastoral charge of the Christian 
congregation at Dubuque, Iowa. His 
correspondents will please address him 


the ‘‘ Fugitive Slave Bill”? in particular. 


We should regret the insertion of any| 


thing that might be construed into per- 
sonal but the published opinions of 
men are public property. 

“Tue Nicatixncate.” Since the pub- 
lication of the ‘‘Union Band” in the 
July No. of the Magazine, we have re- 


accordingly. : 

City or THe Great Kixea.’’ Jas, 
Challen & Sons will publish in this month 
(October, ) a large volume with the above 
title, being a description of ‘‘ Jerusalem 
as it was, as it is, and as it is to be,’”’ by 
Dr. J. T. Barclay. It will be highly em- 


ceived several enquiries respecting the tions. 
book from which it was taken—Brother 


A. D. Fillmore’s New Nightingale. In 
reply we say, we will send the book to 
any part of the United States, pre-paid, 
for 40 cents. ‘The usual discount, by the 
dozen. | 


bellished with chromographic illumina- 
We shall notice it more fully 
when it comes to: hand. 


Booxs Sent sy Mam. We will send 
by mail, post paid, any book published 
by any of our brethren, or any other books 
published in the United States, on receipt 
of the retail price, thas affording to our 


Inp1a Proor Eneravines.. We have 


friends at a distance an opportunity te 


Newton Falls, Avg. 7th, 1857. 


Brotraer Boaes: Myself and wife left 
home on the 15th of dune last, to make 
a short tour through Canada, a brief de- 
scription of which may be interesting to 
your readers. The first point at. which 
we tarried at any length was South Dor- 
chester, where (as is known to most of 
your readers, probably,) the brethren of 
Canada held their Yearly Meeting, com- 
mencing on Friday the 19th day of June, 
and closing Monday the 22d. We hada 
good meeting here, considering the weath- 
er which was very unfavorable, raining 
every day. The Disciples’ tent from Ohio 
was there, which protected us very. well 
from the storm. e were much pleased 
with the interest manifested in the cause 
which we plead, among the brethren and 
friends at that place. Notwithstanding 
the rain which fell in torrents on;Lord’s 
Day morning, the people about 9 o’clock 
commenced gathering from different parts 
of the country, and by-half past 10 o’clock 


were present under the canvass, and lis- 
tened to an able discourse delivered by 
Brother A. B. Green, from Ohio. During 
the meeting, the people were addressed by 
the different speaking brethren present, 
of whom were Brothers Kilgore, Ander- 
son, Black, Lister, and others, of Canada, 
Brothers Green, Stark, and myself, from 
Ohio. Brother Shepherd, who is their 
present pastor at Dorchester, presided 
during the meeting. Eleven made. the 
good confession, eight of whom were 
buried with their Lord in baptism before 
we left. From Dorchester we proceeded 
to Wainfleet, where we found a very. 
spectable congregation of Disciples. We 
remained here seven days, speaking every 
day. During our stay, the brethren were 
much strengthened;. an old difficulty, 
which: had been the cause of much: cold- 
ness among some of the members at least, 
was settled satisfactorily to all concerned, 
One who had ence been a member, (an. 
Overseer,), dismissed. on account of the 


between two and three, thousand persons. 


| difficulty, .was. restored to 9 membership 


| 
| 
| 
» received from James Challen & Sons, two procure any book they may desire, just as - 
} more beautiful engravings ; one the por- cheap as they could in any of our large : 
trait of Elder T. M. Allen, the other a cities. Send on your orders. 
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